† In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

From Psalm 111: which we sang as a reflection on that great Vision of Jacob the angels leading us to
God and the reflection in Psalm 111 verse nine “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom”.
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom”.
Wisdom is that unique blend of Vision and Common Sense. Perhaps, the greatest of God’s gifts as
Solomon said. Wisdom in Hebrew scripture always referred to as feminine, at least 50% of the
population not surprised at that. Wisdom: Vision and Common Sense. There is our education for
Mission – Wisdom that is how we move from simply being members of a club, “lovely service,
Rector” – to disciples who can say one to the other washing up after coffee. Do you know I really feel
the Holy Spirit is moving in this congregation.
Wisdom: Vision and Common Sense and so in Genesis the book of beginning –
Wisdom:
Vision: the vision of Jacob’s ladder
Common Sense: the angels ascending and descending: one step at a time: one step at a time.
Jacob was a deeply flawed character and yet Almighty God gave to him the Vision – that God is in
this place this is no other that the gate of heaven.
That is what we are here to celebrate tonight that is what each of our congregations proclaim by
their very existence and gathering and presence – This is no other than the gate of heaven present,
here, it is real, God is with us, in this sacrament which Jesus gave us in which He promised to be with
us.
How do we make that vision real, share that vision, proclaim the Holy Spirit is moving among us.
How do we do that – common sense – one step at a time.
Wisdom: Vision: That is at the heart of our liturgy that is who we are: the gathering of the
community, the sharing of God’s Word in scripture, the bringing of our community to God in
intercessions. Entering more deeply into God’s life and soul is Jesus way: bread and wine – the Vision
and the Common Sense – one step at a time. That is why we use candles – to show faith. The candle
is a gentle light and if carried it allows you to see just the next step.
The wisdom of Almighty God one step at a time, the fear of the Lord not being afraid but in awe,
wonder. Jacob’s wonder that God could be with him. He knew what he had done, who he was, the
wonder to Jacob that God could bother with the likes of him. Notice the great tool for mission – the
story, - what do I recognise of my story in Jacob’s story. What do I recognise of my story in Jesus
story – these are steps to God amid the debris of my life but as someone famous once said “I have a
dream –“
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom – Vision and Common Sense.
The Vision with the disciple Paul in Corinthians - let the “Light of Christ shine out of the darkness”
and the Common Sense – “We do not lose heart” what a word as we renew our commitment to
Christian life as disciples. What encouragement to those of us who this night renew our ordination
vows. What a message to a Bishop from this gathering of disciples.

My ambition as Bishop remains that every disciple when asked on a Monday morning in the Post
Office – why do you go to that funny building where the rain runs down the wall and it has never
been finished anyway. Why? and the disciple answers “because there I have an experience of the
living God.
How exciting is that, to be a disciple of Our Lord Jesus Christ. To see Jesus as God’s selfie, in Our Lord
Jesus Christ we see God as He really is, that is the Vision we seek to make real in the love we share
one with another. We fail, there is disappointment, loneliness, selfishness, tiredness, that is what
this season of Lent is all about, we read the story of Jesus and we do not lose heart because we see it
all in His story, there is the Holy Spirit alive and active in our lives.
The light of Christ shining out of the darkness, remember Jacob’s angels one step at a time, the light
of a candle, faith allows us to take one step at a time. That is the good news of the gospel of John –
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom the Vision and the Common Sense –
The Vision: of the Vine that passage from John begins “I am the true vine” notice Jesus says “I am
not I was not I will be “but” I am – the Vision of the reality of God’s love – Love one another. The
wisdom of common sense – ”I call you friends”.
As curate of the year 1970+ I sang the Requiem of a man whose wife said to me, after 57 years – my
greatest friend has died. And my initial reaction was: is that it for love? But by the time I had
preached at the Requiem, friendship was the theme.
So rich a concept, idea, vision of mutual interest, understanding and yet, objective constructive
criticism. And in our society where so many, and increasing numbers, are living on their own – part
of our mission as disciples is to hear and make real these words – “I call you friends” because LOVE is
of God and God is love in friendship.
Significantly Jesus calls us friends in the midst of talking of vines and pruning and His disciples being
branches. And the pruning of Lent is all about the “vision” of all that we might become, of all that we
see in Jesus, God’s selfie, of understanding, acceptance, peace, all that we Hope for the vine which is
Flourishing. That is what God wants for each one of us, that is what God wants for all those made in
his image, that is the work of the Holy Spirit – the Flourishing of God’s love in our communities of
faith.
The Vision and the Common Sense? We have the tools of “flourishing” in our Scottish Episcopal
Church.
The common sense of one step at a time in exploring scripture so that we can see Jesus story in our
own story and our own story in Jesus story. Jesus God’s selfie and so “We don’t lose heart” because
in our liturgy which acts out Jesus story of passion, death and resurrection. The words, the ritual,
carry us though, however, we feel – and we flourish because Jesus said “I am” with you so that
Mission becomes an attitude of mind if only people realised what is on offer – I will tell my friends
the good news that –
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom”
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