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News from Around the Diocese 
New Canon for the Cathedral of The Isles 

Canon Margi being installed 

The Very Rev Margi was supported by Rev Gordon Fyfe, Rev Amanda Fairclough, 

Canon Keith Pagan, Rev Ian Walter,  Canon Alec Boyd, The Rt Rev William Nolan 

(RC Diocese of Galloway) and Canon Simon Mackenzie during her installation by 

Rt Rev Kevin Pearson 
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Where has the summer gone? 

The summer months have been a whirlwind of activity for our Bishop as he 

traversed both this Diocese and further afield to attend a number of special 

events in addition to the usual round of Provincial and Diocesan meetings. 

Bishop Kevin also attended numerous other meetings and events in and around 

Perthshire in his current role as Interim Bishop of The Diocese of St Andrews, 

Dunkeld and Dunblane. The photographs here illustrate some of these different 

occasions. 

General Synod held in 

Edinburgh in early June 

Bishop Kevin with The Right Reverend 

Susan Brown, Moderator of the General 

Assembly of the Church of Scotland and 

The Most Reverend Leo Cushley, Roman 

Catholic Archbishop of St Andrews and 

Edinburgh at the Royal Highland Show 

on 21st June. 

On 14th July, Rev’d Elaine Garman was 

instituted as Rector of St John the 

Evangelist, Forfar and St Margaret’s, 

Lunanhead by Bishop Kevin in his 

capacity as Interim Bishop of St 

Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane and is 

pictured alongside Bishop Kevin and our 

former Dean, Andrew Swift just a few 

weeks before his consecration as Bishop 

of Brechin. 

Bishop Kevin and Rev’d Carol 

Latimer who, on 15th July, was 

ordained to the Priesthood at St 

Serf’s, Burntisland by Bishop 

Kevin as Interim Bishop. 
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It was back to Argyll on 18th July 

for the dedication of a new chapel 

at Kilchoan Estate, Kilmelford, by 

Oban which was commissioned by 

estate owners Mr and Mrs Nicolás 

Ibáñez Scott. 

Rev’d Dr Ken Ross of the Church 

of Scotland, Mr Nicolás Ibáñez 

Scott and Bishop Kevin in front of 

and inside the Chapel. 

(Photos courtesy of GLM, 

Edinburgh) 

The Cathedral of The Isles, Cumbrae was the setting for 

the marriage of Rev’d Canon Gordon Fyfe from Largs to 

Mr William Ferguson on 21st July. 

It was back to 

Cumbrae again on 

11th August for a 

service to install The 

Very Rev’d Margi 

Campbell, the 

Provost of St John’s 

Cathedral, Oban, as 

a Canon of the 

Cathedral of The 

Isles, Cumbrae. 

On 23rd August, it was the annual 

Argyllshire Gathering in Oban. Bishop Kevin 

was among those who marched to the 

Games field behind the massed pipe bands. 

Dundee’s St Paul’s cathedral on 25th August was the 

setting for the Consecration of the new Bishop of 

Brechin, The Rt Rev’d Andrew Swift. 
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Former Dean Consecrated as Bishop of Brechin 

The Very Rev Andrew Swift, former Dean of this Diocese was consecrated as 

Bishop of Brechin in a ceremony conducted by The Most Rev Mark Strange in St 

Paul’s Cathedral, Dundee on Saturday, 25th August. (Photo courtesy of Christine 

McIntosh ) 

The Rt Rev Andrew 

Swift attends his 

first College of Bish-

ops meeting as 

Bishop of Brechin 

(from SEC Facebook 

page https://

www.facebook.com/

scottishepiscopal-

church/?ref=profile) 
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Diocesan Retreat—now open to all 

Monday 29th October –  
Thursday 1st November 

 

College of the Holy Spirit & Cathedral of The Isles, 
Isle of Cumbrae 

 

‘Fruit of the Spirit’ 
 

Explore the Fruit of the Spirit 

What does it really mean when we talk about the fruit of the Spirit? This retreat will 

help us creatively explore what Paul is talking about in Galatians 5. As we consider 

the questions we find a life-transforming way of thinking and acting, bring freedom 

and joy. Far from being another list of Biblical ‘to-dos’, the fruit of the Spirit help us 

make sense of life, ourselves, and the world all around us, giving us renewed hope. 

Looking at each of the ‘fruit’ in turn, we will use words, colours, images and the 

scenery all around us at Cumbrae to study and journal with them. Whether you like 

reading, writing, painting, crafting, photography or simply going for a quiet walk 

alone there will be something for everyone with time and space to explore in your 

own way.  

A focus for the retreat will be the chance to engage in creative Bible journalling. 

Workshops on simple creative techniques and a room full of materials will be 

provided. Every retreatant will receive their own ‘journalling pack’ to use at Cumbrae 

and take home afterwards. This will include study notes and journalling prompts on 

the nine fruits of the Spirit, a soft-backed journal, inspiring supplies to help you get 

going with some creativity, and additional goodies! There will also be facilities for 

printing your own photos to use in your journalling via a laptop or from a memory 

stick.  

Creative Bible Journalling 

Creative Bible Journalling is a great way to deepen your relationship with God, study 

the Bible and enjoy using colour and image as you study His word. You don't need to 

be ‘artistic’ - just prepared to explore using colours, pictures, cutting, sticking, or 

experimenting with paint or photographs. It's a chance to play as well as pray. The 

two are a powerful combination. By using colour and images, and by engaging in 

calming activity such as cutting, sticking and spreading paint, we can enter a zone 

where our brains are operating on a different level. From this place we can often see 

things from a different perspective, and find new truths about ourselves and God. 

See http://www.biblejournalling.co.uk/# 

https://www.facebook.com/biblejournallinguk/ for more information on bible 
journaling. 

There is still time to book a place. Please contact Island Retreats on Cumbrae to 

book: 01475 530353 or http://cathedraloftheisles.org/diocesanretreat2018/  

or by email to cumbrae@island-retreats.org or through the Diocesan website  

http://www.argyll.anglican.org/fruit-of-the-spirit-diocesan-retreat/ 

Grants are available—please contact the Bishop in the first instance. 

Safeguarding training 

All Safeguarding Coordinators, Vestry members, priests and Congregational Leaders 

are urged to attend Safeguarding Training. This will be delivered by Donald 

Urquhart, Provincial Safeguarding Officer in Dunoon on Saturday, 3rd November. 

Further details will follow. Please let me know if you can join us. Sue Pollard 
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The Cathedral Summer… 
 August has been a month of wonderful music and fellowship where 

we have delighted in welcoming visitors and old friends to the various 

summer events that are both missional and nurturing for ourselves. 

Our Organist and the Cathedral Choir have led us in a series of 

Choral Evensongs and whilst congregations have not been huge, the 

chance to enter into a stillness and allow the space between us and 

God to be lessened through the liturgy and music has been a blessing 

for those who have been drawn to it. A chance also to reflect on our 

faith through various readings from Thomas à Kempis, Julian of 

Norwich and John O’ Donohue, taking us deeper in our understanding 

of the Divine.  

 We were delighted also to welcome Charles Marshall and some fellow 

Clerks from Magdalen College, Oxford who transported us with a 

feast of music for Choral Evensong and filled the Cathedral with both 

congregation and glorious sound.  

Fellowship in worship was broadened this year, as for the first time the Cathedral 

opened its doors to host 5 weeks of Ecumenical worship. Our narthex was 

transformed into a place for informal services as we met and 

worshipped with our brothers and sisters from many different churches. 

Visitors came – allowing us to send greetings back from Oban to various 

parts of the worldwide community of faith. We pray that this will 

become an annual event together with the indulgent hot chocolate 

which finished each evening! 

Personally, I was privileged to be welcomed to The Cathedral of The Isles on 

Cumbrae and installed to the Second Stall as 

Canon of the Cathedral. Alastair Chisholm led 

some glorious music from the choir, including a 

setting by Herbert Howells and Bishop Kevin’s 

sermon took us to the banks of a the River 

Todd: speaking of the ever-flowing, glorious 

Spirit of God within us, often unseen but 

constantly breaking out to nourish and refresh.  

A wonderful image which remains with me as a 

powerful reminder of the glory moments 

surprising us as they break forth in our lives. It 

was a wonderful day, with the journey to the 

island inspiring a true sense of pilgrimage, the 

worship leading us closer to our Creator and the hospitality of lunch and tea - a 

wonderful gift to all who came. I thank all who were a part of this day.  

As we look forward, we invite you to a special event. 

John Connolly, now living in Port Appin, was one of the 13 man crew who, in 

1963 took to the sea to re-enact the journey of 

Columba from Ireland to Iona 1400 years 

before. John comes to the Cathedral on October 

6th to speak to us about ‘In the Steps of 

Columba’ - an incredible pilgrimage. All are 

warmly welcome – we begin with a soup lunch 

at 12.30pm and after the talk will conclude with 

tea. Donations will be for SECMA and Oban’s 

Hope Kitchen – caring for those in need abroad 

and at home.  

As Autumn draws in, we will be reflecting on our mission and vision to welcome 

both friends and visitors in fellowship and worship as well as deepening our own 

faith and nurturing the ever-flowing Spirit within. We welcome your prayers as 

we pray for you in the daily cycle of intercession.  

The Very Rev’d Margi Campbell – Provost of the Cathedral of St John’s, Oban. 

      Canon of the Cathedral of The Isles, Cumbrae. 
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On Saturday the 25th of August, we gathered at Leverburgh Pier to embark on our 

annual pilgrimage to Christ Church on the small Isle of Ensay. We are required to 

have two services a year here and these are done, purely for logistical and weather 

reasons, on the same day. People from all denominations and none were free to join 

us and many did, taking part in our Sung Eucharist and later a Celtic prayer 

gathering before we departed. Christian influence in the Western Isles can be traced 

back to the Norse Kingdom when King Olaf was baptised sometime after 1000 AD. 

His nephew, and Godson, King Olaf the Martyr Saint who died on 29th July 1029 

extended the Christian influence throughout the kingdom. The present Chapel 

(pictured below) has an inferred date of foundation before 1029 and the current 

building is likely to be circa 14th Century. 

After the Eucharist service, everyone 

was free to roam the Island on what 

turned out to be a beautifully warm 

day, to spend time in solitude or to 

relax and have some lunch. 

When we gathered for our Celtic 

Prayer later that afternoon, I was 

asked to bless the 45th anniversary 

of the marriage of Mr Colin and Mrs 

Christ Church, Ensay 

Margaret Macmillan of the 

High Church of Scotland 

(where Colin is an Elder). All 

in all, this was a perfect way 

to end our worship for the 

day. As we returned in 

stages to Leverburgh it 

occurred to me that this 

would be the last time I 

officiated at this Pilgrimage. 

My wife Sam and I will soon 

leave the Diocese of Argyll 

Sung Eucharist 

Blessing the marriage of 
45 yrs of Colin and 
Margaret MacMillan  

and The Isles in order that I take up the post of 

Rector of St Mary’s, Carden Place, Aberdeen. As I 

watched the small island fade from view, I made a 

vow and said a prayer that if God spares me, I 

would return to share in this pilgrimage and once 

again enjoy and experience the real spirituality of 

the islands at their very best. 

Beannaich Dia a h-uile Fr Terry Taggart 

Annual Pilgrimage to Christ Church, Ensay 

International photo exhibition comes to Falkirk 

A powerful new international photo exhibition, telling the story of people forced 

from their homes in Nigeria, Kenya and Iraq, is coming to Falkirk in September. 

The exhibition, Uprooted, is part of a UK nationwide tour by charity Christian Aid to 

highlight the plight of the more than 40 million internally displaced people around 

the world.   

Christian Aid Scotland Campaigns Organiser, Diane Green said; “We’re thrilled to 

bring the Uprooted! Voices to Falkirk.  Not many people know about the struggles 

Uprooted Could your church host an exhibition to 

support the millions displaced in their own countries 

worldwide? 
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The office is staffed 

9.30am-2.30pm  

Mon-Thurs  

 
St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,  
 
Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ  
 
Telephone 01631 570870 
 
Fax 01631 570411 
 
Email: 
office@argyll.anglican.org 
 
Administrator: 
Dr Sue Pollard 
 

CONTACT US Who’s who 

Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson 

Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)  

bishop@argyll.anglican.org  

PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Provost: The Very Rev’d Margi Campbell 

Telephone : 01631 562323 

provostoban@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp 

Telephone : 01631 570870  

secretary@argyll.anglican.org  
 

Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley 

Tel: 01631 567007 

jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk  
 

Communications 

NEWSLETTER 

The October Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be received at 

the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday, 24th September, 2018.  

WEBSITES  www.argyll.anglican.org       www.island-retreats.org   TWITTER  Hashtag #AaTI   

FACEBOOK  Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.   

THE WIDER CHURCH  Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org 

INSPIRES ONLINE 

Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above. 

PISKY.SCOT 

Visit the online magazine and forum of the Scottish Episcopal Church at http://pisky.scot/ 

The latest Scottish Episcopal  Institute Newsletter can be found on the link below or on the Diocesan 

Website. https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/vocation-and-ministry/sei/sei-newsletter/  The SEI 

Journal is also available at  https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/vocation-and-ministry/sei/sei-journal/  

Diocesan Diary 

Tuesday, 16th October    Diocesan Standing Committee 

Monday 29th Oct—Thursday 1st Nov   Diocesan Retreat on Cumbrae 

Saturday, 3rd November   Safeguarding Training in Dunoon 

Monday 26th—Wednesday, 28th November  Continuing Ministerial Development 

Saturday, 1st December   Lay Leadership Day 

of the millions of people forced from their homes, but who remain in their own countries.  We need to raise 

awareness of their struggle, and this is a great way to share their stories.”  

The exhibition consists of images telling the story of displaced people from Nigeria, Kenya and Iraq. Their lives 

are all different, but the stories are linked because all of them have been forced from their homes but remain 

within their national borders - and consequently are less likely to receive international support or assistance.   

This year, global negotiations are taking place to tackle the response to refugees and migrants. This exhibition 

aims to encourage people to join Christian Aid’s new campaign to ensure the rights of Internally displaced 

people are recognised by, not only the international community, but also the UK government.  

Diane added; “Christian Aid has a history of opening our eyes to the realities of the world we live in. Churches 

and community groups across Scotland have helped refugees who’ve sought refuge here, but this exhibition can 

help us understand the reality for many people who have been forced from their homes but can’t seek safety in 

another country.”  

For more information or to enquire about hosting the exhibition call 0141 2217475 or go to https://

www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/uprooted-overlooked/church-exhibition-tour 

Uprooted (cont’d) 


