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A Fond Au Revoir 

A big change is in hand at St Margaret’s, and it is a sad one. Our dear Janis 

Gallagher, who has been with us for twenty years now, is leaving to be nearer her 

family. We understand, but we will miss her so much. For many years Janis, the 

widow of our late beloved priest Fr Hu Gallagher, has been one of our Lay Leaders, 

and has taken our services at least once or twice a month. She has also played a 

vital role in the organisation of our little church. No doubt we will adjust, but it will 

be a wrench. It has also come upon us at very short notice, due to circumstances 

Janis had not foreseen, and she will take her last service of Communion by 

Extension next Sunday, 27th October. We hope to arrange a proper send off for her 

soon after. Though we will be few in number for the Sunday service, due to the 

prior arrangements of members of the congregation, I hope she will feel how much 

we love and appreciate her. God bless you, Janis, and I hope you will come back 

and see us often. 

Our other news seems trivial by comparison. Our Harvest Festival took place on 8th 

October, and Fr Simon was there to 

celebrate with us. This year we 

adopted a new, and obvious, tactic. It 

has proved impossible in the past to 

make suitable use of fresh produce, so 

instead the church was decorated with 

food in cans and packets. These were 

then presented to the island food bank 

maintained by Arran Churches 

Together for the relief of distress on 

the island. It is a sad reflection on our 

present world that such relief is 

needed even in an apparently idyllic 

place like Arran, but that is the truth. The service itself was delightful, with one of 

Fr Simon’s profound and memorable addresses, and quite well attended. The 

attached photo shows just a corner of the church – there was more on show. John 

Roberts 
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Harvest Festival at St Columba’s, Poltalloch 

Several members of St Peter’s congregation volunteer 

their time to help many of the Syrian families who have 

recently settled in Stornoway. Some of the ladies attend 

an ecumenical knitting group which takes place at St 

Peter’s Church Hall every Tuesday where they are able 

to chat, drink coffee  and also contribute to the knitting 

which is used for charitable purposes.  The below picture 

was taken during a recent trip to Inverness when Ms 

Marion Mackay of St Peter’s enjoyed an ice cream with 

Duaa and Asmaa. (photo kindly supplied by Mrs 

Margaret Eves) (Permission to use pictures was 

obtained from all parties ) 

Isle of Lewis 

St Peter’s Welcomed the former Lord Lieutenant Mr Sandy Matheson as our guest speaker 

on Sunday the 29th October. Being the 5th Sunday of the month, St Peter’s invite a local 

personality on each occasion. Mr Matheson, who is a well known and much loved figure on 

these Islands ,spoke articulately about how his personal faith journey helped his tenure as 

Lord Lieutenant.  

We also celebrated a 50th Wedding Anniversary where Mr Tony and Mrs Jean Hawkett 

received a blessing from Fr Terry. The picture above shows Fr Terry flanked by Tony and 

Jean with Sandy seated. Fr Terry Taggart 

Despite sitting in the 

midst of the Poltalloch 

farm-land, St 

Columba’s seems not 

to have had a Harvest 

Festival. 

Till now. Kilmartin 

Primary School made a 

superb banner, 

professionally finished 

by Mrs Lucy Malcolm.  

Venison Bourguignonne, (very) locally 

sourced, of course, was provided by Andy 

Malcolm, with a vegan curry by Another 

Hand. Displays represented our local 

industries : Agriculture, Fisheries, tourism, 

and Art, which were comprehensively blessed 

and prayed for, culminating in a Full 

Procession around the Church to All Creatures 

of Our God and King. The most immediately 

visible creatures were the resident flock of sheep, which took off in a manner 

worthy of other Gadarene quadrupeds, whether from a dislike of Living 
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The annual Requiem at All Saints, Inveraray, will be celebrated on Saturday 11th 

November at 12.30pm. The Scottish Association of Change-Ringers will attempt a 

half-muffled quarter-peal beforehand, from 11am or shortly afterwards. The St 

Maura Singers will sing Wm Byrd’s Mass in 3 parts to accompany the service: our 

friends John & Christine McIntosh from Dunoon and Alistair Chisholm from Millport. 

The music is celestial. Duke Niall Diarmid X provided for the annual mass of Requiem 

in die omnium animarum in memory of his cousin, the dead of his lands, and all the 

dead of the First World War. 

It is a most moving day, and the service will doubtless conclude with lunch locally : 

the more the merrier. Fr Simon 

Episcopalianism, or in horror 

at the imperfect tempi and 

pitch-keeping, they paused 

not to say. It was a 

memorable evening, raising 

£300 for the Red Cross, and 

featuring  the Harvest Psalm 

sung to the wonderful 

tune Bonnie Mary of Argyle (I 

have heard the mavis 

singing). Fr Simon 

Requiem for Those Killed in the First World War 

—and subsequently 

Pancake People, the discussion group for high school students 

resumed on Raasay on Monday 30th October. We had an 

excellent turnout out with all 10 youngsters attending. Our 

Isle of Raasay 

subject was ‘image’ presented by Barbara 

Martin, a local photographer. After looking at 

a photographer’s view, we investigated 

selfies, ways of altering photos, ethics 

around posting photos of others on social 

media before considering what ‘image’ 

actually means and what it could mean to be 

created in the image of God. Here are some 

amusing images created during the evening.  

Rev Rosemary Bungard 

The 2018 Open Programme at the Cathedral is now completed. You can view it 

online http://cathedraloftheisles.org/college/retreats/ or download a copy of the 

brochure http://cathedraloftheisles.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/2018-Open-

Programme.pdf All of the events in the programme are open to locals on a non-

residential basis - please ask for details if you're at all interested in anything that's 

included. 

Details for the cathedral's Remembrance Sunday service are still being finalised. 

We'll let you know what's planned as soon as we can. 

There is to be Craft Fair in the cloisters on Saturday 2 December from 2pm. A 

variety of local crafters will be there, James Taberner will be on site with some tasty 

food and the Studio Gallery will be open for viewing and sales. Don't miss it! 

There are still a few opportunities to enjoy programme events at the cathedral this 
year. Click on the title for details: 
Friday 24 – Sunday 26 November: Empathy: At the heArt of Compassion 
Friday 1 - Saturday 2 December: Waiting in Hope: A Retreat for Advent 
Tuesday 12 - Friday 15 December (any or all of the days): How Silently... 
Quiet before Christmas  

Cathedral of The Isles—2018 Open Programme 
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We're delighted to present a stunning selection of photos from the Cathedral and 

Grounds taken by local photographer Karen Brodie, each one specially selected 

to be appropriate for the month it illustrates. See more of Karen's work at 

www.karenbrodiephotography.co.uk  

The November newsletter from the Scottish Episcopal Institute (SEI) is now with 

all vestry secretaries. If you have not seen it appear on church notice boards 

please ask your vestry secretary for a copy. The SEI is promoting greater 

connection with all the charges across the SEC in the hope that individuals and 

congregations will help sustain the future of the our church as it seeks to support 

the next generation of lay and ordained congregational leaders. One way we can 

do this is by holding the current students in our prayers. The SEI prayer diary 

can be found here: 

http://sec.inigomedialtd.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/Prayer-Diary-2017

-18.pdf  

Part of the SEI’s outreach is through their Journal. The latest edition can be found 

here:  

http://sec.inigomedialtd.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2017-13.pdf  

There is also an opportunity to invite a Lay Reader candidate or an ordinand to 

preach on Vocations Sunday (Sunday April 22nd April 2018). This may 

complement the mission development in your own church. Please see the 

newsletter for further information or contact Elaine Garman at 

revelainegarman@aol.com . Elaine C Garman 

News from the Scottish Episcopal Institute 

For all congregations that pay clergy: As you may be aware an Employment 

Allowance was introduced by the UK Government in 2014.  The Allowance 

effectively provides a discount for employers on the amount of Employer’s 

National Insurance Contributions that are due to pay in each tax year.  For tax 

years 2014/15 and 2015/16 the Allowance was £2,000 and was increased to 

£3,000 for tax years 2016/17 and 2017/18.   

HMRC has agreed that every congregation within the SEC can claiming the 

Allowance (some have been doing so, but there was a risk it would have to be 

repaid: this is not the case).  The general eligibility rules therefore apply and an 

Allowance can be claimed for each employer PAYE reference.  If you have a 

separate PAYE reference for your congregation then you should be able to claim 

the Allowance.  If however you are part of a diocesan payroll scheme operated 

under a single PAYE reference only one Allowance will be available for all those 

participating in the scheme.  If you are eligible to claim the Allowance but have 

not done so due to concerns raised by HMRC in the past then you should now be 

claiming it for the current year and any of the prior three tax years in which 

Employer’s National Insurance Contributions were paid.   

Summary and action required 

An Employment Allowance can be claimed for each PAYE reference 

If the Allowance has already been claimed for all years from 2014/15 – then no 

action required 

If no Allowance has been claimed for current tax year then it should be claimed 

as part of normal PAYE submissions. 

If no Allowance has been claimed for previous tax years then a claim should be 

submitted – further guidance can be found at section 8 of the following HMRC 

note: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/employment-allowance-more

-detailed-guidance/claiming-employment-allowance-further-employer-guidance 

Please contact the Diocesan Office if any further information is required. 

National Insurance: Employment Allowance  

2018 Cathedral of The Isles Calendar 
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Lay Leadership Day, Saturday 2nd December 2017, St John’s Cathedral, Oban  – 

Making Mission Happen – This day will be an opportunity to refresh ourselves and 

see what helps us to encourage mission in our local churches. 

Led by Rev Elaine Garman, this day is open to all those who will be leading their 

congregations through the next phase of Building the Vision. 

Further details will be given nearer the time. Please inform the Diocesan Office if 

you would like to attend. 

Lay Leadership Day 

This year’s theme suggests nobody has to look 

far to find hope, it’s on the doorstep, it’s closer 

than we think. Hope Within highlights the 

gifts, talents and potential within prisons, 

within communities, and within ourselves. 

Prisoners Week is an initiative of the Churches 

that aims to stimulate discussion, highlight 

concerns and share hope, in prisons and 

communities across Scotland. It takes place in 

the third week of November and offers a time 

to remember all who are affected by crime: 

people in prison, people who have been hurt 

by the actions of others, those who work in 

prison, families and the wider communities in 

which we live. 

The National Launch Service for Prisoners 

Week will take place at 18.30 on Monday 

20th November in St Margaret’s, Drip Road, 

Hope Within—Prisoners Week, 19 - 26 November 2017 

Stirling FK9 4UA, followed by refreshments.  The Service is ecumenical and all are 

welcome. Local community and prison events also celebrate the week.  

On the website www.prisonersweek.org.uk there are resources, worship reflections 

from the Christian and Islamic traditions, a calendar of events and details of 

organisations that offer support and advice.  

 JPEGs of this year’s publicity can be copied from this email and pasted on to Orders 

of Service, leaflets, newsletters etc. Please email to the address below if you would 

like paper copies. A PDF can be downloaded from the website which invites people to 

identify the hopes they have for themselves, their friends and family, their 

community, people in prison and all those affected by imprisonment.  

With many thanks for your interest and every good wish, Revd. Bill Taylor, Scottish 

Prison Service Chaplaincy Adviser (Church of Scotland) 

bill.taylor@sps.pnn.gov.uk 

York Courses—New Discussion Course—Ideal for Advent  

So What Are You Waiting For? Advent 2017 or any season A 4-session course 

written by Lucy Winkett, who features in relaxed conversation with Simon Stanley on 

the accompanying audio material. 

“It’s a cliché to say that we spend our lives waiting for life to start, but that’s what 

many of us do until we realise that that we’ve been living our lives all along! 

Christ, whom we wait for and yet to whom we will also return, is both beyond us and 

beside us; outside time and yet involved in human time. 

Whether you’re always in a hurry or have too much time on your hands, this course 

is for you, as we explore  a spiritual life that encourages us to be active in our own 

time but always rooted in God’s time too.” 

www.yorkcourses.co.uk; 01904 466516 PO Box 343 York YO19 5YB 
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The office is staffed 

9.30am-2.30pm  

Mon-Thurs  

 
St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,  
 
Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ  
 
Telephone 01631 570870 
 
Fax 01631 570411 
 
Email: 
office@argyll.anglican.org 
 
Administrator: 
Dr Sue Pollard 
 

CONTACT US 
Who’s who 

Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson 

Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)  

bishop@argyll.anglican.org  

PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Dean: The Very Rev’d Andrew Swift DL 

Telephone : 01369 702444 

dean@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Provost: Vacancy 
 

Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp 

Telephone : 01631 570870  

secretary@argyll.anglican.org  
 

Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley 

Tel: 01631 567007 

jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk  
 

Mission Enabler: Rev Elaine Garman 

Telephone: 01700 505617 

revelainegarman@aol.com 

Communications 

NEWSLETTER 

The November Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be received 

at the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday, 25th November 2017.  

WEBSITES  www.argyll.anglican.org       www.island-retreats.org   TWITTER  Hashtag #AaTI   

FACEBOOK  Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.   

THE WIDER CHURCH  Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org 

INSPIRES ONLINE 

Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above. 

PISKY.SCOT 

Visit the new online magazine and forum of the Scottish Episcopal Church at http://pisky.scot/ 

Diocesan Diary 

Tues-Wed 21st-23rd November  Continuing Ministerial Development 

By David M. Bertie 

Publication by subscription 

The Heraldry Society of Scotland is pleased to announce the forthcoming publication of  The Heraldry of the 

Bishops of Scotland, with financial support from the Strathmartine Trust and the Diocese of Brechin. 

The book, costing £25, will provide a single reference source for the coats of arms used by the Scottish bishops 

from the late thirteenth century up to the present day. 

If you are interested in becoming a subscriber to this book, please send your contact details (but no money at 

this stage) to dm.bertie@btinternet.com or contact Stuart Emerson, 25 Craigentinny Cresecent, Edinburgh EH7 

6QA before 30th November 2017. 

The Heraldry of the Bishops of Scotland 


