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O n Saturday, 12th November, a small group of local c hurch
members of St J ohn’s , St Bride’s , and St Adamnan’s Episcopal
Churches together with Nether L ochaber Church of Sc otland and
retired veterans and wives of the Welsh Battalion, 1st Q ueen’s
D ragoon G uards , gathered at St Brides , North Ballachulish for a
short service in memory of the Rev David Railton 1884-1955,
who was ins trumental in c reating the idea of the Tomb of the
Unknown Warrior at Westminster Abbey. Rev David Railton had
been a padre during World War 1 when finding a
lone grave behind his billet in Armentières , of an
unknown Blackwatch soldier, gave him thought
of those other nameless soldiers whose families
had los t their sons , husbands , brothers etc . After
approac hing Earl Haig without reply, his idea was
finally taken up by the Dean of Westminster,
Herbert Ryle,
Unfortunately Rev David Railton’s significant contribution 100 years ago had been
forgotten in his home village in O nich, where he had retired from his parish in
England. This was rectified by an enquiry to J eanette Watt, T reasurer of St John’s ,
Ballachulish, from a representative of the 1st Q ueens D ragoon Guards in
Wales , Martin Thompson. Regarding Rev D avid Railton’s place of internment, after
a fatal fall from a train in Fort William s tation, in 1955 , she was able to confirm his
internment at St Bride’s , along with his wife Ruby who died in 1966
Martin Thoms on arranged for a party of veterans and wives to travel up from
England and Wales , to present a banner to St Bride’s , in honour of Rev D avid
Railton’s efforts to rec ognise the sac rifice made by thos e unknown men. L ocal piper
J ohn McCallum played the laments , T he Flowers of the Fores t, and T he Battle of
the Somme. At the graveside, a short tribute was spoken by Martin Thompson and
the party adjourned to the c hurch which had been decorated with flowers and
poppies by the lady members of the party. Refreshments were s erved by the ladies
of St Bride’s , and an all night vigil kept by the men of the D ragoon G uards on a
two-hourly bas is . The banner was formally handed over the following day,
Remembrance Sunday, by Rev D avid Railton’s grandson, J im Railton at morning
service, conduc ted by lay preac her J ohn Connolly. Jeanette Watt
It was a remarkable occasion, given a degree of poignancy by the fac t that at least
four of the St Bride’s c ongregation, had known Rev D avid Railton when c hildren or
adolescents and all remembered him with great affection. J ohn Connolly
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News and Events from around the Diocese

Christ Church, Lochgilphead
We thought you would all like to know the
res ult of our Bazaar held recently. T here
was a little bit of a delay in getting the
money c ounted up. P ressure of time is a
large fac tor these days!
Bill was able to tell us that we made in
excess of £2 ,000 and money was still
coming in!!
That is suc h a wonderful
ac hievement and a very big thank you
mus t go to all involved. Yes , it was hard work, but everyone pulled together and,
although we are s mall in number, together with our L ord, we make a good team!
Fr Simon is more than pleased with the result and (tongue in c heek) is confident
we shall make £2 ,500 next year! We s hall see. Ros Box

South Kintyre Ministers’ Fellowship
The
South
Kintyre
Ministers ’ Fellows hip met
on Friday 4 th November at
Southend
Church
of
Scotland manse. At the
meeting,
the
c hurc hes
represented
were
the
Salvation
Army,
the
Church of Scotland, T he
Community Church, the
Fishermen’s M ission, the
Roman Catholic Churc h and the Scottish E piscopal Church. A fter a brief act of
wors hip using material from the Northumbria Community, everyone adjourned
to an upper room for a fellows hip lunch and discussion. T he c onversation c entred
around c hurc h growth issues, rec onciling tradition with the need to look forward
and embrace new things and the importance of extempore prayer. It was felt
that the day had been most useful and that restoring these meetings after a
laps e of several months had been a good move. It was decided to meet monthly
with a change of venue each month. David O McEwan

Bishop Kevin Visits Islay
It was one of those 'special' Islay days when the Bishop and E lspeth vis ited us
on 20 November – s unny and bright with the amazing sound of a gaggle of
geese in the background. Unfortunately, s ome of our congregation were unable
to be with us whic h left only five of us to welcome them. We had a wonderful
service with the Bis hop officiating - he even commended us on our singing. His
sermon was spiritually uplifting and appreciated and when three year old Ella
c rept up beside him in the sanctuary after the dis tribution of the Bread and Wine
and asked him what he was doing, he replied, “washing-up”! A successful
Annual G eneral M eeting was held after the service whic h Bis hop Kevin c haired,
and we then enjoyed a relaxing time together with coffee and treats at the local
hotel. L esley

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
The Coffee M orning held on Saturday, 19 th November was
a great success. Between what was made on Saturday and
donations received on Sunday, the total was £540 . The
coffee morning was in aid of Poppy Scotland and St J ohn's
with the proceeds being split 50 /50 . Kathryn Spence
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Lay Leadership Day

I ’m not going to go through every discussion of quite a full day. But I am going to
consider what - for me at least - emerged from it all. And perhaps the first point was
that c hurc h life, and mission, growth, outreach - whatever you c all it - all this is very
different if you’re in a city environment. So c hurc h planting, whic h was one topic
covered, doesn’t s eem to us in our small towns and our rural areas to be something
that’s going to happen soon, especially when we have diffic ulty in maintaining
existing c harges .
But in case that sounds instantly negative, we matc hed it by considering what
rejuvenation has happened in our diocese - how a congregation can turn itself
around and attract new people in the face of threatened financial collapse and
closure. At the heart of it, we decided, was enthusiasm and c ommitment to not
letting that happen. People had decided that what they found in church was
important to them, and s hared their enthusiasm in their wider circles .
And this is where I go off on my own trac k - though it was in fact the firs t thing I
contributed to the plenary feedback. T he language we use in talking about faith,
church, religion - it has to be on the s ame wavelength as the person we’re talking
to. I pers onally am turned off by traditional evangelical jargon, as I am by unduly
cautious reserve - the reserve that gives the impression that c hurch adherence or
religious faith is n’t something we s hould talk about over a beer, perhaps . My whole
life in teaching depended on s uiting my pitc h to the needs of my lis teners ; I believe
that works for faith as well. (I t was kindly pointed out to me that I tend to be fairly
uninhibited in all c irc umstances ; I decided to take it as a c ompliment.) I think self-

awareness is also important - we have to think about how we c ome across to people
both as individuals and as congregations .
We discussed the us ual ways in whic h people are encouraged to come to our
churches . We argued the finer points of pew-removal, and whether this was A Good
Thing. We talked about town-centre c hurc hes and churches stuck up a hill in the
back of beyond; we pondered the desirability of holding discussions in a pub rather
than in church after a service. It was borne in on me anew that if the c ommitted in
any congregation are unable to demonstrate why they go to church by the way they
refer to it, to what goes on there, and make it sound fun, frankly, then I wouldn't be
tempted to visit. (I use the word "fun" loosely, you understand, for "fun" can
encompass much - but it involves a s park however you find it).
And jus t as we were wrapping it all up, s omeone mentioned Social Media. (No prizes
for guessing who). Bishop Bob admitted he never used any such thing. I think half

News and Events from around the Diocese

A few weeks ago the diocese held its cus tomary autumn meeting for lay people
involved in leadership in their c hurches . T he subjec t was Mission and the gues t
speaker the newly-retired Bis hop Bob, former Bishop of Aberdeen and O rkney,
escaping from his pos t-flitting box-emptying to the sunny pas tures of O ban. T here
were three of us from D unoon, three from Campbeltown, and four other s talwarts
from the West Highland Region, O ban, Mull and Skye. It was remarked - and not by
any of us from The South - that perhaps it was time to move these meetings
southward …
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of us who were there do. However - and this is important - one participant
admitted that she thought the possibilities for outreac h and sharing were
attractive, and wished someone would give her a lesson in how to dip her toe in.
And so it came about that our final c onversation was about who would be best to
enthuse others to feel that way too - which seems to me a good way to end: a
suggestion for our next Lay Leaders meeting.
But I feel a postscript coming on. For I believe you have to start at the bottom,
so that that one person, and others like her, have a chance to learn the “how” and that’s something that can involve people on the outside as well as in our
churches . And meanwhile, I have a new Facebook friend from the other end of
the Diocese, and that is surely A Good T hing. C .M .M .

Cascade Conversation: a perspective from the south
of the Diocese
O n Tuesday November 8 a group of us from Holy T rinity Dunoon and St Paul’s
Rothesay braved the bad weather and joined others from around the diocese in
St. J ohn’s C athedral, O ban, for a Cascade Conversation around the issue of same
sex relationships and equal marriage within the Scottish Episcopal Church.
The session was sensitively facilitated by Ruth H arvey from Place for Hope. T here
were around thirty attendees whic h meant we c ould sit informally in a c irc le, and
Ruth began by s etting down s ome basic rules to help c reate an environment
where conversations could be open, hones t and respec tful.
T wo rectors , D ave Richards and D ean Fostekew, had c ome along from E dinburgh
diocese to s tart the ball rolling. Although their churc hmanship and views were
quite different from each other, their entertaining conversation demonstrated
how we might be able to discuss the s ubject in our small groups without
ac rimony and listen to each other with respec t. They are friends who disagree
entirely on issues of same s ex relations hips , but remain firm friends .

Rev Dave Richards & Rev Dean Fostekew
The s mall group discussions then took place, fac ilitated by volunteers from the
diocese. An hour passed very quickly as views were aired, questioned and
argued. People were willing to be open about their hope and fears , and their own
personal journeys and experiences .
D uring the final plenary session, back in the circle, it became clear that most of
us had valued the opportunity to have our s ay, tell our s tories or ask our
questions. The intention had not been to come to any s ingle point of agreement,
but to allow all views to be given and heard in a respec tful environment. T he
structured nature of the disc ussion was appreciated and s everal people asked for
similar discussions on different topics in the future.
Tea and sandwic hes were cons umed before we headed homewards into the rain
and snow. D i Tennent
A video conversation between Rev Dave and Rev Dean c an be found on the
Scottish E piscopal Church webs ite http://www.scotland.anglican.org/sexrelations hips-c ascade-c onversation/

International Anglican Family Network (IAFN)
Coordinator—job vacancy
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Background

With a credibility rooted in the knowledge and experience of Network members and
their work, IAFN ’s main developmental contribution is made through the publication
of s pec ific-themed newsletters and occasional regional c ons ultations .
IAFN has a management committee with an international membership whic h meets
regularly with the IAFN Coordinator to develop, manage and review the contribution
of IAFN.
For
more
information
about
iafn.anglicanc ommunion.org.

IAFN

and

the

post,

see

http://

Summary
The IAFN coordinator will s upport the IAFN management c ommittee in enabling and
fac ilitating the exc hange of news , information and resources among those who have
a passion for promoting the well-being of families and their c ommunities . The IAFN
coordinator will be UK-based and, for the most part, home-based. A ‘hot desk’ is
available for occasional use at the Anglican Communion O ffice in Westbourne Park,
London.
The deadline for application is 5 .00pm on 6 J anuary. I nterviews will take place at
the Anglican Communion O ffice on 18 January 2017.

Competition to find most innovative community projects
in churches
The National C hurc hes T rus t and the Mars h Chris tian T rust are inviting entries for
the “Marsh A wards f or Innovative Church Projects”, a competition to find the
Chris tian congregations running the most innovative c ommunity activities in a
church building which have been made possible by the ins tallation of new facilities in
the last five years s uch as meeting s paces , kitchens , toilets or improved access .
Run with the support of the M ars h Christian Trust for the second year, the A wards
are designed to s how the positive impact that installing new facilities has on
churches and local c ommunities and on harnessing the energy and enthusiasm of
volunteers .
How to nomi nate a church
Nominations for a community projec t at a church, chapel or meeting house are open
online here:
http://www.nationalc hurchestrust.org/mars h-awards-innovative-projects /mars hawards-innovative-projects-2017
The awards are open to any Christian congregation in the UK whic h is a member of
Churches Together in Britain and I reland, and which has seen the installation of new
fac ilities between 2012 and 2016.
Nominations close on 13 J anuary 2017 . Judges will meet in March 2017 to shortlist
entries . T he winners will be announced on 18 May 2017 at the Churches T rusts
Forum annual c onference in Manc hester.
A £1 ,000 award will be presented to the church judged to be the overall winner.
There will also be a runners up award of £500.
For more information
marshawards

visit: http://www.nationalchurchestrus t.org/how-we-help/

News and Events from the Province and Ecumenical News

The International Anglican Family Network (IAFN) is one of the Networks of the
worldwide Anglican Communion. Working with those involved in the development
and delivery of family ministries , IAFN engages ac ross the Anglican Communion to
celebrate the God-given potential of the family as a source of thriving relationships ,
identity, belonging, discipleship and rec onciliation. O ut of this celebration IAFN is an
advocate for the family in the face of behaviours which diminis h this potential,
sharing stories of hope, promoting family c are and s ustaining the family as the
c radle for human dignity.
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CONTACT US

The office is s taffed
9 .30am-2 .30 pm
Mon-T hurs
St Moluag's D iocesan Centre,
Croft Avenue O ban PA34 5JJ
Telephone 01631 570870
Fax 01631 570411
Email:
office@ argyll.anglican.org

Who’s who
Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson
Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)
bis hop@ argyll.anglican.org
PA: Audrey Walton bis hopsec@argyll.anglican.org
Dean: The Very Rev’d A ndrew Swift DL
Telephone : 01369 702444
dean@argyll.anglican.org
Provost: T he Very Rev’d N icki McNelly
Telephone : 01631 562323
ProvostO ban@ argyll.anglican.org
D ioces an Sec retary: D r Peter Kemp
Telephone : 01631 570870
sec retary@argyll.anglican.org
D ioces an T reasurer: J ean Ainsley
Tel: 01631 567007
jean@ainsleysmith.c o.uk

Administrator:
D r Sue Pollard

Diocesan Diary
For all Advent and Christmas Services throughout the Diocese please go to the Diocesan website http://
www.argyll.anglic an.org/home/christmas-services-in-argyll-and-the-is les-2015/ (yes , it is for 2016!)

Communications
NEWSLETTER
The November N ewsletter (Please remember to s end information to the Diocesan O ffice) – material to be received
at the Diocesan O ffice (e-mail above) by Friday, 16th Decembe r 2016.
WEBSITES w w w .argyll.an glica n.o rg

www.is land-retreats.org

TWITTER Hasht ag #A aTI

FA CEBOOK P lease ‘L ike’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles .
THE WIDER CHUR CH Fi nd o ut more abo ut t he Scot t ish Episcopal Ch ur ch at w w w .scot land.an glican .o rg
ONLINE INSPIRES
Sign up for the Scottish E piscopal C hurc h newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above.
From 25 November, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against
Women, to 10 December, H uman Rights Day, the 16 D ays of Activism against Gender
-Based Violence Campaign is a time to galvanize ac tion to end violence against
women and girls around the world. T he international campaign originated from the
firs t Women's G lobal L eadership I nstitute coordinated by the Center for Women's
Global Leaders hip in 1991.
See more at: http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-agains twomen/take-action/16-days-of-ac tivis m#sthas h.MO iBNYLx.dpuf

Light the way f or people f leeing violence this Chri stmas
Celebrating Jes us , the light who came into the world, at Chris tmas we fill our
homes with light and laughter, family and friends .
But for more than 65 million people who are fleeing from conflict and crises , a
joyful home is a distant memory. Forced out by the darkness of violence and
fear, they're searc hing for safety and refuge.
This Christmas 2016 , another human being needs a beacon of hope. Y ou can be
the one to shine the light towards a brighter future. You can light the way by
donating, using resources , buying gifts or attending an event. Find out how you
can make a difference at http://www.c hris tianaid.org.uk/c hristmas-appeal

