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Elaine Garman’s Ordination to the Priesthood 

The 4th of June was a very special day 

in Rothesay on the Isle of Bute. Not 

only was the sun shining but history 

was being made.  This was the day 

Reverend Elaine Garman was ordained  

as a Priest in St. Paul’s Church during a 

service conducted by the Rt. Rev. Kevin 

Pearson, Bishop of Argyll and The Isles.  

This is believed to be the very first time 

such an ordination has taken place on 

the island. 

The visiting clergy, robed in a colourful 

range of vestments, were the source of 

much interest to the public as they 

made their way into the church.  Full to 

Hallelujah! St Columba's Portree, St Mary's 

Sleat and St Michael & All Angels’ Raasay 

have a new priest! 

St Columba's church was packed as over a 

hundred folk from many denominations (in 

itself a cause for great joy) came together to 

rejoice in Rosemary's ordination. Bishop 

Kevin, in his inimitable style, set the mood of 

celebration, causing gales of laughter with a 

few well-chosen words. Then we embarked on 

the serious business of the day commencing 

with the usual form of service up to the 

sermon.  

Bishop Kevin's sermon was inspiring following 

the theme that, as Rosemary had said when 

 

Rev Elaine with Bishop Kevin 

capacity with visiting clergy, lay ministers from other churches and family and 

friends, inside the church was equally spectacular with the flower arrangements 

providing an additional visual spectacle. Preaching during the service was the 

Reverend Kimberly Bohan. She is currently based in the Church of England Diocese 

of Lincolnshire, but is a past Rector of the linked charge of St. Paul’s and Holy 

Trinity, Dunoon and also a special friend of Elaine’s.  (cont’d overleaf)  

Ordination to the Priesthood of Rev. Rosemary Bungard,  
25th June 2016 

Rev Rosemary with Bishop Kevin 

she started her unending journey 'I am a work in progress'. The Bishop replied that 

we are all works in progress, and that we have no timetable to reach perfection as 

'there are no clocks in Heaven'. Rosemary will be supported in her continuing 

journey by the church community, friends and family, AND GOD! (cont’d overleaf) 
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What a fantastic weekend we had in St Paul’s, Rothesay, on the 4th and 5th 

June. 

After years of hard work and dedication, Elaine Garman was ordained as priest in 

our church on Saturday 4th June. 

The church had been scrubbed shining bright, the  building beautifully decorated, 

and we were packed full with guests,  invited priests, and visitors from other 

island churches. 

The beautiful singing from Bute’s island voices set the tone for the majesty of 

the service to follow, the sermon presented by Rev. Kimberly Bohan, who had 

inspired and initially guided Elaine on her path to ordination. We at St Paul’s are 

thrilled for Elaine's success, and delighted to have her skills to enhance our 

worship in Cowal and Bute. 

We held a great party after the service, where many hands in the congregation 

had provided food and drink, a celebration cake and a beautiful painting of our 

church as a gift for Elaine. 

 We held a retiral collection for the Bishop’s Lent Appeal to enhance our earlier 

church contributions. A wonderful celebration and a day to remember. 

Then on Sunday 5th, Bishop Kevin led worship in St Paul’s. This was a quieter 

service than the day before, but every bit as moving. As well as our own 

congregation, several visitors to the town joined in our service of worship, and to 

the delight of the Treasurer, we amassed a substantial collection! Bishop Kevin 

should come again! 

After the service the assembled company enjoyed a reception at Rothesay’s 

Discovery Centre, for which many thanks go to those who worked so hard to 

make it a success. 

On Sunday, immediately following her ordination, Elaine presided at her first 

Eucharist, a service of Holy Communion at  Holy Trinity .  This service was also 

followed by a reception for which many thanks go to the members of the 

congregation there. 

Rev Elaine’s Ordination (cont’d) 

Originally ordained Deacon in 2015, Elaine’s route 

to her present Curacy started when she began 

studying on a part time basis for a theology 

degree with Aberdeen University.  She has now 

completed this but continues her training while 

working as Curate with the guidance of Dean Andrew Swift, Rector of both Holy 

Trinity and St. Paul’s.  She will share ministry in these charges with Andrew, 

Canon Hugh Lee and lay people of both churches.  

Still working full time in her senior post with NHS Highland as a Public Health 

Specialist Elaine has found great support from work colleagues and has 

expressed delight at the way the two roles have been of mutual benefit to her 

charges in both fields. Elaine summed up her thoughts when she said “Both the 

ordination to the priesthood and presiding at my first Eucharist were wonderful 

points in my life.  Whilst they are the culmination of many things and much 

training they mark the start of another phase of service to the two 

congregations and the people of Argyll and Bute.” 

Elaine’s continued development within and her enthusiasm for the Scottish 

Episcopal Church will no doubt keep her busy for many years to come. 

Gordon Garman 
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All in the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of Argyll and The Isles offer congratulations to 

Alastair Chisholm on being awarded the British Empire Medal in the Queen’s Birthday 

Honours last week. The official citation  

reads: “Alastair John Chisholm: Organist and Lay Chaplain, The Cathedral of the 

Isles, Millport. For services to Music and Culture on The Isle of Cumbrae”. 

This is recognition for the huge role Alastair has played over many years (1969-74 

and since 1987) in encouraging the musical and spiritual life of the Cathedral of The 

After the sermon Rosemary's daughter, Elita Poulter, played the 

Adagio from Bach's violin sonata no.1 in G minor most exquisitely. 

It was very moving and was followed by the ordination proper. 

Rev'd Sr Clare Lockhart and Mr Robert MacDonald presented 

Rosemary for ordination, representing those who had taught her 

and the congregation who welcome her. 

The whole weekend at St Paul’s was outstanding. A lot of hard work lovingly given by 

a happy congregation. Margaret Lamb 

Rev Rosemary’s Ordination (cont’d) 

The Bishop then outlined the role and ministry of the priesthood, followed by the 

lovely hymn 'Come Holy Ghost Our Hearts Inspire'. Rosemary now made her 

declaration of intent to be a dedicated priest. It was then the turn of the people to 

assent to her ordination. The clergy laid their hands on Rosemary in blessing and 

prayer and the Bishop anointed her. She was vested with a chasuble and handed a 

Bible and the chalice and paten prepared for her first Eucharist. 

The service continued with the celebration of the Eucharist during which Jonathan 

Bungard, Rosemary's son, sang Cesar Franck's Panis Angelicus. Lovely. 

As the final flourish Neil Colquhoun, the organist, played a stirring and gorgeously 

uplifting Hallelujah Chorus from Handel's Messiah in which we all attempted to join! 

A magnificent buffet was provided to feast our bodies after the wonderful feast for the 

soul. Val Corey 

Queen’s Birthday Honour for Millport Chaplain 

30th Anniversary 

On Saturday, 28th June, 1986 Revd Alexander Guinness was ordained to the 

priesthood by George Sessford, Bishop of Moray, Ross and Caithness in St Andrew’s 

Cathedral, Inverness. His first Eucharist was celebrated the following day, St Peter’s 

Day, in Holy Trinity Church, Elgin. 

     Revd Canon John Paul  Very Revd Gordon Reid 
Revd Stephen Evans              Fr Alexander Guinness 

  Rt Revd George Sessford 

On Sunday, 26th June 2016 Alexander’s 30th anniversary was marked with a cake 

during teas and coffees in the hall after the Sung Eucharist. We were delighted that  

Dean Andrew Swift and his wife, Mary were able to celebrate with us. 
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June 17th saw the end of Toben Lewis s̀ time as Warden. 

Toben was the latest (and one of the best, in the opinion 

of myself, guests, chaplains and staff) in a long line of 

deeply committed people who have kept alive the vision of 

Bishop Chinnery Haldane that the house should be a place 

of Prayer, Study and Eucharist. Over the years the house 

has seen many changes, as each Warden has brought with 

them new insights and expertise, and as the house has 

been extended, modernised and improved in many ways. 

Bishop Kevin, at the Friends` AGM, reminded us that 

Toben had something of a baptism of fire, arriving in time 

St Margaret’s has woken from its low season slumber, with 

the revival of the “Pop-up” Church programme, and the 

appearance of at least a few visitors. These have perhaps 

not been as numerous as in some other years, but have 

been very welcome all the same, and though the Sunday 

turnout varies (as I suppose it does everywhere), I hope 

and believe we are going in the right direction. Our first 

“Pop-up” was at the Corrie Hotel, where the new proprietor 

of a revived hostelry in Lamlash came along, and would 

like, if licensing hours allow, to come to St Margaret’s. So 

we must always be alert to the possibility of growth. The 

Isles where he is both the Lay Chaplain (acting for the 

Provost, Bishop Kevin Pearson of Argyll and The Isles) 

and the Director of Music.  He has led this church 

community, fundraised for major renovation projects 

and been a constant support and encouragement to 

all in the life of the Millport cathedral. 

He is widely renowned not just for his music lectures 

and Sunday concert series, but also for the beneficial 

influence he had on hundreds (maybe thousands) of 

A Promising Summer 

picture shows Fr Simon preparing for the Eucharist at the Corrie “Pop-up”. 

The big topic, though, is the forthcoming event on Arran in July, “Arran 

contemplation: Exploring Spirituality, Creativity and Silence”. The dates are 17th to 

Largs Academy pupils as Head of Music there from 1975 to 1997. 

Bishop’s House, Iona 

to oversee the building of the latest extension! Bishop`s House continues to be a 

much sought after venue for pilgrimage, retreat and quiet holidays, the caring staff, 

warm hospitality and fine food earning a well deserved reputation. St.Columba s̀ 

Chapel continues to be well used. Visitors come from many different parts of the 

world, a reminder of the world-wide Christian family, and sometimes people working 

on Iona slip in for a few quiet moments in the midst of a busy day.  

A barbeque on a fine but windy evening, in the company of some of the Friends of 

Bishop`s House, marked Toben and Sarah`s leaving. We wish them well in their 

continuing life and work on Iona. 

Meanwhile, as we await the arrival in the autumn of a new Warden, we welcome as 

Acting Warden Sharon Kyle, well known to us as Deputy Director of Iona Abbey. 

Sharon thought she had retired to the borders………..!                    Rev Joyce Watson 
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We have been pretty preoccupied with the work being carried out on the 270m 

pathway at St Moulag’s Church in Eoropaidh. Prior to work commencing, the 

pathway was very muddy and at points very dicey to walk through due to the 

waterlogged and boggy ground.  However, work is now nearing completion and the 

suspension of services there will soon be lifted. St Moulag’s is a very special place of 

pilgrimage for some and a popular visiting location for the many tourists to these 

islands, so it was imperative that the pathway was made ‘fit for purpose’. The picture  

The Choir of St John’s Cathedral came to sing Evensong for us on the evening of 

Sunday 5th June, in honour of our Patron. It was a splendid occasion, for which we 

offer them our most heartfelt thanks. These events add warmth and lustre to our 

regular worship throughout the year. 

The LORN LIVE CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL 2016 comes to St Columba’s on 

Saturday 2nd July at 7.30pm. They bring an INTERNATIONAL OPERA GALA - “an 

evening of much-loved favourites from the worlds of Opera &  Musical Theatre”. 

Cost: £10 / 8. Under 18s free. All are welcome. Fr Simon Mackenzie 

Service of Baptism, Sunday 8th May 2016 

Magnus Kroonstuiver, Rowan Campbell Kroonstuiver and Catalina Esme Kroonstuiver 

This was a very joyful occasion with members of the children’s family many of whom 

had travelled from Holland and friends joining the congregation. We welcomed back 

to St Columba’s The Rev Robert Breaden who with his usual aplomb officiated at the 

service. As we all gathered round the font Magnus, Rowan and Catalina were a joy to 

watch as they were baptised and welcomed into the church. Each of the children was 

given a presentation bible, a certificate of baptism and a Baptism Candle to mark this 

important occasion in the their life 

Over the preceding Sundays the congregation had listened with delight as the 

children explained what they had learned about baptism at Sunday school. We must 

thank all the Sunday school teachers for the vitality and understanding with which 

they explained and coached the children in this important subject. The Rev Robert 

Breaden had also paid a visit to Skye the week before to help the Dawn, Ron and the 

children with their preparation for the Baptism service. 

The church was looking first rate. Thanks must go to Beth and Eileen who aided by 

encouraging comments from Archie spent the Friday afternoon flower arranging. 

They had been well warned by Moira beforehand not to make any mess as she had 

cleaned and polished the church industriously on the Friday morning. 

After the service Dawn and family laid on a magnificent repast for all the 

congregation. This was enjoyed by all who gathered in the church and parish room to 

celebrate what was a very joyous occasion.                 Eileen MacDonald 

News from St Columba’s, Poltalloch 

Arran Contemplation 

Led by the Revd. Canon Simon Mackenzie & Jonathan Livingstone, Ordinand at the 

Scottish Episcopal Institute 

Among other events, there will be a showing of the Carthusian film, Into Great 

Silence, a public conversation with a composer, a sculptor and a painter and a 

contemplative walk in some of Arran’s wonderful scenery. 

St Moluag’s & St Peter’s, Isle of Lewis 

St Columba’s, Portree, Isle of Skye  

24th, and the week will be commissioned by Bishop Kevin at a special Eucharist in St 

Margaret’s on Sunday 17th at 11.00am. We would be delighted to welcome as many 

visitors to the events of that week as possible, so please come along to at least some 

of it if you can. We are hoping for great things. John Roberts 



Once a year a number of folk in the diocese (and indeed in the Province) have the 

great honour of attending The General Synod of The Scottish Episcopal Church.  

Vast amounts of papers arrive, pre-synod meetings are held to explain the papers 

and excitement builds.  Hotels or friend’s spare beds are booked, planes, trains and 

automobiles, tickets bought, packing complete – “have I got all my papers?” and the 

journey begins. 

As you approach the iconic building, that is P’s & G’s, by bus, tram or foot you meet 

friends, old and new.  You enter through the automatic glass doors and are given an 

envelope and a name badge.  You can feel the excitement as the noise levels rise; 

people greeting each other and catching up on their news. This year I had the great 

privilege of hosting a visitor to Synod, The Rt Revd Patrick Rooke, Bishop of Tuam, 

Killala and Achonry in Ireland.  Chatting with him, it sounds like a diocese very 

similar to our own, with large areas and few stipendiary clergy. 

Then silence.   

Despite the variety of hugely important topics to be discussed, what is most 

important at Synod is that everything is immersed in prayer.  We begin with the 

A Celebration of Celtic Saints 

The celebration was opened by some 

beautiful Gaelic singing from Mary 

Catherine MacNeill followed by an 

interesting and passionate talk from 

the Very Revd Dr Ian Bradley. This 

was followed by a buffet and drinks 
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Synod 2016 – ‘A Significant Synod’ 

shows progress to date and those of you who are familiar 

with this Church will see the massive difference that this 

work will achieve. We have three weddings taking place here 

in July and we have been blessed with fairly good weather 

whilst work was taking place, so all will be complete before 

the first of the weddings occur. 

Our next venture at St Moluag’s is to investigate the 

possibility of grants and funding for work on the roof which 

will keep our buildings committee very busy as usual. 

St John’s Cathedral, Oban 

reception, giving people time to admire the artwork and speak with Ian Bradley and 

question him further about the Celtic Saints.  

The anonymous local artists had produced some lovely and varied paintings  of the 

Saints and Rev Ian Walter produced an informative leaflet. The Saints will remain on 

display in the cathedral for the summer to be enjoyed by locals and visitors. 

The work on the roof at St Peter’s is now complete which has given us a chance to 

get the garden and graveyard sorted, having had to be held in abeyance whist the 

scaffolding was in place. Cream teas, held every Friday afternoon at St Peter’s 

Church Hall has also recommenced and this continues to be a very productive fund-

raising initiative. On the subject of fund-raising, St Peter’s held a ‘Prize Bingo’ 

event at the local sea Angling Club where we managed to raise £881 towards our 

‘Sanctuary Window Appeal’. All prizes were generously donated by local businesses 

and individuals alike and the evening was a great success. This was the first of 

many fund-raising days and we hope to build on the success of our Prize Bingo 

evening. Blessings Always, Fr Terry Taggart  
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Synod Eucharist, not sat in the traditional 

church formation but sat at our tables 

where we will carry out the business of the 

day.  For me, carrying the ‘Holy’ from 

Communion into the difficult discussions 

and decisions that have to be made.  

Decisions on gay marriage, Trident, 

poverty, the Scottish Episcopal Institute, 

our relationships with other churches, 

climate change and more. 

The Primus Charge focussed on the phrase from St Paul's First Letter to the 

Thessalonians - when he says that we should 'please God who tests our hearts'. The 

Primus spoke of the fact that those outside Synod were looking at us because of a 

decision that would be made on the proposed Canonical change regarding marriage.  

He also spoke of the deep pain we have experienced in relationships that are very 

close to us, in the Anglican Communion, The Church of England and The Church of 

Scotland and our involvement in the EU referendum, refugees and migrants. 

He said, “We are looking at a time of extraordinary turbulence in both church and 

society. And what might it mean 'to please God who tests our hearts’.” 

He ended, “I think we are called to exercise compassion, to pursue justice and to 

honour difference. I pray that in this General Synod we may witness to that 

expression of our faith in Jesus Christ who suffered and died for the overcoming of 

sin and death. May we please God who tests our hearts.” 

I always find Synod a testing few days as you see so many people, you hear so 

many things and generally you socialise very well with Diocesan and Provincial 

dinners.  This year the Provincial Dinner was replaced by a drinks reception, which I 

preferred but not everyone did.  However, as testing as it is, I am always impressed 

by the grace and love shown in the presentations, the debates and the decision 

making.  There are not winners or losers but a group of people prayerfully voting on 

important things that will affect the future of our church and society. 

If you hear people in your congregation speaking of attending Synod next year may 

I ask that you prayerfully support them too? 

You can read full information of the Synod on the Provincial website (http://

www.scotland.anglican.org/news-and-issues/)                       Very Rev Nicki McNelly 

Meet Your MSP is an exciting new project from the SCPO (Scottish Churches 

Parliamentary Office) building links between congregations and their recently elected 

MSPs. The SCPO wants church communities to be at the heart of the decisions that 

affect our everyday lives and what better way to get involved than for your church to 

meet local MSPs early in their term of office. 

The project begins this summer as MSPs are on recess from the Scottish Parliament 

and will be based locally. The SCPO will provide ideas and information that will help 

you to organise meetings that will be interesting for everyone involved. It could be a 

public meeting, an invitation to a project or church event that you are already 

organising, or it could be a walk in your local area to highlight issues that you would 

like addressed. The possibilities are endless, but making contact early is crucial. 

The SCPO would like as many churches as possible to get involved and for you to let 

it know what you are planning leading to a celebration of church engagement at a 

Scottish Parliament event in February 2017. 

Further information will be available on the SCPO website www.actsparl.org including 

ideas from the following networks: Eco Congregation Scotland, Scottish Churches 

Housing Action, Priority Areas and Faith in Communities Scotland. The project is also 

gratefully supported by ACTS (Action of Churches Together in Scotland). 

Meet your MSP 
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The office is staffed 

9.30am-2.30pm  

Mon-Thurs  

 
St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,  
 
Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ  
 
Telephone 01631 570870 
 
Fax 01631 570411 
 
Email: 
office@argyll.anglican.org 
 
Administrator: 
Dr Sue Pollard 
 

CONTACT US 

Who’s who 

Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson 

Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)  

bishop@argyll.anglican.org  

PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Dean: The Very Rev’d Andrew Swift 

Telephone : 01369 702444 

dean@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Provost: The Very Rev’d Nicki McNelly 

Telephone : 01631 562323 

ProvostOban@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp 

Telephone : 01631 570870  

secretary@argyll.anglican.org  
 

Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley 

Tel: 01631 567007 

jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk  
 

 

Communications 

NEWSLETTER 

The July Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be received at 

the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday, 20th June, 2016.  

WEBSITE  www.argyll.anglican.org       www.island-retreats.org   TWITTER  Hashtag #AaTI   

FACEBOOK  Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.   

THE WIDER CHURCH  Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org 

ONLINE INSPIRES 

Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above. 

Diocesan Diary 

Tuesday 12th July  Diocesan Standing Committee and Finance & Property Board 

    Diocesan Board of Mission and Ministry 

Mon-Thurs 25th-27th October Diocesan Retreat, Cumbrae 

Saturday, 5th November Lay Leadership Day 

The Most Rev David Chillingworth, Bishop of St Andrews, Dunkeld & Dunblane and Primus of the Scottish 

Episcopal Church says: “The decision of the people of the United Kingdom to leave the European Union is one of 

the most significant political events of our generation. It turns away from the long term project of building a new 

Europe following the devastation of two World Wars. It aspires to reclaim national sovereignty and to establish 

Britain as a major independent world trading nation. “The people have spoken and the will of the people must be 

respected. “In a hard-fought and at times bruising campaign, it has been clear that debate about Europe has 

allowed a number of difficult issues to come to the surface. The debate and the patterns of voting suggest that 

our politicians in recent years may not have paid sufficient attention to some of the deeper issues which are 

present in our life. The inevitable and necessary period of reflection which must now follow will allow space for 

questions of poverty and immigration to be explored. “Those of us who live in Scotland are aware that the 

outcome of the Referendum is potentially of great significance. We hope that our politicians on all sides will take 

time for careful reflection and consultation. “This a time when we should hold all of our political leaders in our 

prayers.” - See more at: http://www.scotland.anglican.org/primus-comments-outcome-eu-referendum/

#sthash.wOxu54IP.dpuf 

 

Primus comments on the outcome of the EU Referendum (from inspires online)  


