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A Priest for the West Highland Region  

 Diocese of Argyll and The Isles  

Scottish Episcopal Church  
The Bishop writes: 
When a priest leaves a charge congregations go through the whole bereavement 

process. Grief that their priest has gone, anger that they are now on their own, fear 

of change in all its forms. 

Fear that a new appointment may take a very long time, fear that buildings may be 

redundant, fear that they will lose money, people, enthusiasm, energy. If we 

recognise and address our fears then a vacancy can be a very positive experience. 

Congregations have an opportunity to look at their priorities and often discover 

talents among their number that they didn’t realise were there. 

As Dean of a large Diocese, in a former life, I used to rehearse these observations 

with Vestries at the beginning of every vacancy. Always I ended by saying much 

better to take a long time and get the right person for the post, than make an 

appointment quickly and find a great deal of unhappiness in a very short time. 

Advent will shortly be upon us and Advent is all about waiting but waiting positively. 

The West Highland Region is experiencing just such a period of waiting. 

The WHR is a very large geographical area but one of the positives aspects of the 

vacancy has been that most of the Diocesan Stipendiary team have celebrated for 

the congregations of the WHR. This has meant that the WHR have had a taste of life 

in the Diocese and clergy have an idea of another area of the Diocese. 

The Bishop, as a member of the Diocesan team, has spent quite a number of 

Sundays in the WHR. This has meant that the pattern of Diocesan visitations has 

appeared curtailed but those charges I have not been able to visit will be in the top 

priority in the early part of the New Year. 

Another positive aspect of the vacancy has been that representatives of the Church 

Army, one of our Anglican agencies for church growth, have visited the area. They 
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see enormous potential for growth and development in the whole area, which will 

greatly enhance and influence the mission of our whole Diocese. 

+Kevin 

A View from the Pew 

A couple of Sundays ago Duror boasted a congregation that almost filled the 

church and afterwards someone commented that she had never heard singing 

like that in St Adamnan’s before.  What on earth is going on? A large 

congregation and loud singing in Duror?  

The West Highland Region (WHR), lying between Appin and Kinlochleven, 

comprises 6 separate Charges and has existed as an entity for around 10 years. 

Following the retirement of our Rector last April, the Region, having been, in the 

nicest possible way, something of a ‘Sleepy Hollow’, Bishop Kevin took us by the 

scruff of our collective neck, since when the WHR has, in my view, undergone 

something of a renaissance. 

Without a priest our standard routine of Sunday services was clearly untenable, 

and drastic solutions were called for.  Our pattern now is to have a single 

Eucharistic service in the Region each Sunday, celebrated in a different church 

each week, with, where possible, each Charge having at least one Eucharist a 

month. The aim is unashamedly to encourage the 6 small and disparate 

congregations to worship together. In our priestless state, we rely heavily on the 

support of our two Lay Readers, Jeremy Rivers and Geoff Headden, who provide 

us with the Reserved Sacrament, and their efforts are augmented from time to 

time by priests in the Diocese. On the principle that it’s difficult to sustain a 

congregation’s morale if it’s limited to one service a month in its own church, 

some charges hold occasional evening services on their own initiative so that 

congregations can be  offered  more frequent opportunities to worship ‘at home’. 

Such drastic changes as the Bishop introduced were greeted with considerable 

scepticism by many and there’s no doubt that there was a downside as well as an 

‘up’. However, after 6 months, I wonder how many people in the congregations 

would willingly return to the ‘old’ ways. In the words of Oliver Goldsmith (in a 

different context!), ‘fools who came to scoff remained to pray’. Where previously 

congregations could be in low single figures – or sometimes even fewer! – now 

under 25 is a relatively poor turnout. Even better, congregations now mix rather 

than cluster together in their own groups, more and more people stay behind 

after services to drink coffee and socialise (you get a great cup of tea in 

Glencoe!) and sometimes the post-service noise level is such that, to converse at 

all, you almost have to shout.  

People now know each other and others’ churches in a way that relatively few 

have done in the past: from the art on the walls of St Bride’s to the knitted baby 

clothes in St Paul’s (another great cup of tea!) to the friendliness of folk in St 

Mary’s and the welcome it gives to so many visitors; each Charge retains its own 

individuality. I know it’s a mixed metaphor, but, when the WHR was established, 

it was commented that the 6 charges had rather been bounced together like 

billiard balls. It is gratifying to see the extent to which those billiard balls have 

now begun to gel.  

But there’s more to come. We realise that, collectively, the WHR congregations 

are elderly and it’s difficult to stimulate interest in following generations that are 

largely indifferent to Christianity in general and the SEC in particular. Therefore, 

how can we find some way to access those generations when few, if any, of us 

have the faintest idea how to go about it? A few weeks ago we had a visit from a 

small team from the Church Army, an Episcopalian missionary/outreach/

development organisation. They were shown around the WHR – and a bit taken 

aback by the distances involved – visited several churches and a primary school 
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and met a few people. Their enthusiasm for the Region and the opportunities that 

they saw inherent in it were infectious. The Church Army has a track record of 

successful outreach projects in both urban and rural environments and believes that 

it could work with the WHR to undertake something similar. The presence of such a 

team within the Region for a significant period could bring enormous benefits both to 

the Diocese and the WHR, and it is both exhilarating and challenging that we might 

soon have the Church Army working amongst us. The spiritual future in the WHR 

promises to be genuinely exciting. Watch this space!                           John Connolly 

Bellingham Deanery 

Bishop Kevin celebrated the Eucharist in St 

John’s Cathedral, Oban  for Bellingham 

Deanery following their visit to Iona. 

This year’s diocesan retreat was very much appreciated.  Led by Sister Carmel Byrne 

from Garden Cottage Spirituality Centre, our theme was Christian Mindfulness – a 

Wellspring for Mission.   The principles and practice of ‘mindfulness’ can be found in 

most if not all of the main world religions.   A continuous strand can be found in the 

Christian tradition in the contemplative, mystical or similar paths.  But this is not 

only for rarefied folk in hermitages as Carmel pointed out.  Karl Rahner speaks of 

“the mysticism of everyday life”, experiencing the divine through the often boring or 

Diocesan Retreat 

monotonous daily grind of 

life – walking, sleeping, 

sitting down, wo rking , 

eating, laughing.    

Simple awareness, of being 

in the here and now in God’s 

presence is open to and 

indeed necessary for us all if 

we are to grow in our faith 

and witness to it.  

We were invited to contemplate 

the Rublev icon of the Trinity 

noticing the interconnectedness 

of the three persons and their 

open attention to each other.  

In John 17:21 Jesus prays that 

the disciples – that we -  may 

enter into this relationship with 

God:  

‘Father, may they be one in us, as you are in me and I am in you.’ (Jn 17: 21) 

Leading us through various (apparently) simple exercises and sharing her insights, 

Sr Carmel’s gently challenged us to ‘be still and know’ with our hearts.   

We enjoyed too the comfort and good catering of The College, Cumbrae and we had 

the pleasure of meeting the new warden Andrew Wright and his wife Amanda.  The 

Rev Alec Boyd celebrated at our noonday Eucharists and acted as chaplain to the 

retreat as Bishop Kevin was unable to be with us this year.                     Alison Clark 

News from the Isle of Lewis 

There was a 'Day of Reflection' held in Eoropaidh at the end of last month, where 7 

brave souls spent the day discussing how they would have felt if they had actually 

been present at certain biblical events. It proved to be an interesting and deeply 

spiritual experiment.  

A Celtic Eucharist was held later at St Moluag's which was filmed by the BBC for the 

programme 'Wounded Nation' which will go to air at a date to be notified. 

St Peter's held its Harvest Festival service on the 27th of September and it was a 

cause for much celebration. There was an abundance of fresh produce and a plethora 

'The retreat (was) very thought provoking - it challenged me to work at discarding 

layers of thought so as to be more receptive to a relationship with God.' 
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of tinned food donated by members of our congregation and local butchers and 

supermarkets. The tinned produce went to our local food bank and the fresh fruit 

and vegetables were auctioned off at the end of the Service. A total of £284 pounds 

was raised which was a wonderful amount. 

Fr Terry and our 'Reader in Training' Ms Marion Mackay, attended Sabhal Mo'r Ostaig 

on a two week intensive and full immersion liturgical Gaelic course. There were six 

students in total on the course with varying degrees of Gaelic language ability. 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed this unique opportunity to be taught by fluent and 

native Gaelic speakers, and we thank Brigadier John Macfarlane for securing the 

funding necessary to ensure the course was properly resourced. It is hoped that Fr 

Terry and Marion will be able to build on this experience and introduce some Gaelic 

liturgy at St Peter's and St Moluag's when they both feel confident enough to do so. 

We thoroughly 

recommend to anyone who is involved in liturgical ministry in the Diocese, that 

should this course be offered again in the future, they should seize the chance to 

attend. Bidh sinn gad fhaicinn, Fr Terry Taggart 

The church was full for the baptism of 

Gillan Emmott on the 11th October. This 

was an extra-special service for St 

Kiaran’s, since both parents were of the 

same sex. The pleasure and delight  at 

this celebration was written all over 

everyone’s faces. Mary and Demi had 

sought baptism for their young son, 

Gillan, and Canon Pagan duly officiated.  

Baptism at St Kiaran’s 

As part of the service, Logan Emmott, aged 5, Gillan’s cousin and baptised five years 

previously by the late Roy Flatt, recited a short lesson from the Old Testament  - 

Joshua 1.9. “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 

the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go” This was then taken as the 

theme for the short address in which Canon Pagan stressed the importance of 

realizing that God is always with us, as our support and guide.  

During the administration of communion the melody “When a child is born” was 

played. After the service, a splendid buffet lunch prepared by the Emmott family, 

friends and relations was enjoyed by all. A great and historic day.  

David O McEwan (Lay Chaplain) 

We are looking forward to welcoming Margaret Grant and Catherine Brown from 

Godly Play Scotland who will run a Discovery day for us on Saturday 14th November 

at St John’s Cathedral Oban from 10 -3.30.  In a slight change to the programme, 

the whole event will be devoted to the Godly Play experience so that we can have the 

full benefit of the trainers’ visit.  Bishop Kevin will conclude with a celebration of the 

Eucharist. 

This creative way of sharing the Christian message has been found to work well not 

Update on the Lay Leadership Day—Saturday 14th November 

At Choral Evensong in the Cathedral of the 

Isles on 24 October, The Bishop of Argyll 

and the Isles, The Right Reverend Kevin 

Pearson, welcomed Andrew Wright as 

Warden of the College of the Holy Spirit, and 

his wife Amanda to lay ministry. The Bishop 

also licensed Alastair Chisholm as Lay 

Friends of Cumbrae  

Chaplain.     Nicholas Roe 
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“The launch of the new Scottish Episcopal Institute is an important step for the 

Scottish Episcopal Church. ‘Forming people for mission’ – the Scottish Episcopal 

Institute will provide training for the next generation of clergy and lay readers. We 

need ministry of high quality if we are to fulfil our calling in mission in 21st century 

Scotland” said the Most Rev David Chillingworth at a special service to mark the 

launch of the Scottish Episcopal Institute (SEI) which took place in St Ninian’s 

Cathedral, Perth on Sunday 4 October. The Rt Rev Kevin Pearson, Bishop of Argyll & 

The Isles and Convener of the Institute Council presided and the Most Rev David 

Chillingworth, Bishop of St Andrews, Dunkeld & Dunblane and Primus of the Scottish 

Episcopal Church preached the sermon. 

2015-2016 Scottish Episcopal Institute Prayer Cycle 

The Principal of The Scottish Episcopal Institute (SEI), the Rev Canon Anne 

Tomlinson, has sent out the 2015-16 SEI Prayer Cycle listing the student and staff 

cohort and inviting people to join in praying for the members of the SEI community 

using the cycle of prayer. 

If anyone would like a copy of the SEI Prayer Cycle please contact 

DeniseB@scotland.a nglica n.o rg  o r  download  it  from here  http ://

www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/vocation-and-ministry/sei/  

(Reprinted from inspires online. Sign up for regular e-mails at 

www.scotland.anglican.org ) 

Dedication of the Scottish Episcopal Institute 

only with children but with all ages.   Those attending our Faith in Older People day 

expressed a wish to know more about it particularly in relation to those with 

dementia or other cognitive impairment.  

 'As Godly Play is radically different from traditional teaching methods and very 

effective, it is really difficult to describe its impact - much better to come and let us 

show you!' 

Open to all interested.   Contact Alison Clark alisonclark52@gmail.com for more 

details. 

Our 2016 Diocesan Conference on March 8th will be a celebration of Vision for Mission 

and indeed of the 5 years of Building the Vision.   All the congregations will be invited 

to present their visions in a creative form of their choice.  These will be woven 

together under the guiding hand of our facilitator Isobel MacNaughtan to create a day 

of celebration.   The mission plans* will be offered up at the Synod Eucharist.   

Isobel is delighted to be joining us again, having started us off on this journey in 

2011.  (It’s hard to believe!)  Of course this is not an end point but a milestone on 

our diocesan journey.   

A mission plan in itself will not bring about God’s Kingdom on earth.  Our willingness 

to give serious time and prayer to thinking through our priorities is a way of giving 

God space to work through us.   

The Diocesan Conference will be open to all clergy and lay people.  Congregations 

will be guaranteed 4 places and any places not taken up will be reallocated.  Detailed 

information will be sent out in the New Year.   

As usual the conference will be followed by the Diocesan Synod on March 9th.  

Congregations are obliged to send a lay rep or alternate but as a public meeting, the 

Synod is open to all who wish to attend.  Advance notice must be given – and 

updated if circumstances change –  for seating and catering purposes.   

*  As you know, the mission plans are to be sent in to Dean Andrew and CDO (Alison 

Clark) by the end of January so that copies can be made available for the conference 

and synod.   

Mission Milestones – a Celebration 

Diocesan Conference and Synod 2016 



November 2015 Page 6 

The office is staffed 

9.30am-2.30pm  

Mon-Thurs  

 

St Moluag's Diocesan Centre,  

 

Croft Avenue Oban PA34 5JJ  

 

Telephone 01631 570870 

 
Fax 01631 570411 

 

Email: 

office@argyll.anglican.org 

 

Administrator: 

Dr Sue Pollard 

 

CONTACT US 

Who’s who 

Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson 

Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)  

bishop@argyll.anglican.org  

PA: Audrey Walton bishopsec@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Dean: The Very Rev’d Andrew Swift 

Telephone : 01369 702444 

dean@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Provost: The Very Rev’d Nicki McNelly 

Telephone : 01631 562323 

ProvostOban@argyll.anglican.org 
 

Diocesan Secretary: Dr Peter Kemp 

Telephone : 01631 570870  

secretary@argyll.anglican.org  
 

Diocesan Treasurer: Jean Ainsley 

Tel: 01631 567007 

jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk  
 

Diocesan Learning & Congregational Development Officer:  

Alison Clark  

Tel: 07974 744156 or 01700 500489 

alisonclark52@gmail.com  

Communications 
NEWSLETTER 

The August Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Diocesan Office) – material to be received at 

the Diocesan Office (e-mail above) by Monday 23rd November, 2015.  

WEBSITE  www.argyll.anglican.org       www.island-retreats.org   TWITTER  Hashtag #AaTI   

FACEBOOK  Please ‘Like’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Isles.   

THE WIDER CHURCH  Find out more about the Scottish Episcopal Church at www.scotland.anglican.org 

ONLINE INSPIRES 

Sign up for the Scottish Episcopal Church newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above. 

Diocesan Diary 
2nd November  Synod Working Group 

14th November  Lay Leadership Day 

   Sung Requiem Mass, Inveraray 

21st November  Care for Creation (Skye Faiths Together) 

28th—30th November Cumbrae Advent Weekend: http://www.island-retreats.org/ministry.html  

This year’s Calendar and Lectionary Guide is being sent out to all clergy and lay readers. An electronic copy of 

the guide is available here, or to obtain a printed copy, email reception@scotland.anglican.org (Reprinted from 

inspires online. Sign up for regular e-mails at www.scotland.anglican.org ) 

SEC Calendar and Lectionary Guide 

The author, Principal, St Mary's College, St Andrews University says, ”It explores the distinctive spirituality of 

Argyll and the extent to which it is moulded by and has affected the landscape. Among those discussed in some 

detail in the book is Alexander Ewing, the first Bishop of the Diocese of Argyll and the Isles.” 

The book is published on 30 September by St Andrew Press and costs £19.99 in paperback and £25 in hardback. 

 

Book Corner Argyll: The Making of a Spiritual Landscape by The Very Rev Dr Ian Bradley 


