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News from around the Diocese
The Moidart War Memorial
Curious ly there had never been a memorial in Moidart to those from the area who
died for their country during the two World Wars . C aptain Donald Monro, sometime
organis t in St Finan’s , Kinlochmoidart felt strongly that this s hould be rectified –
and when better than on the centenary of the outbreak of the G reat War.
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So it was that on Sunday 17 th of Augus t a very fine granite cairn, paid for by local
subscription, with a s uitable inscription was unveiled high above the road as it
c rosses the hill from G lenuig to L och M oidart.

Sadly the afternoon was one of

torrential showers and high wind – but this in no way deterred Bishop Kevin who
had so kindly agreed to dedicate the memorial. Ably assisted by the Roman
Catholic priest from Arisaig and the Church of Scotland minister from Acharacle
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there was a short (fortunate cons idering the weather) and moving s ervice with the
clergy and a piper on an elevated position well above those of us gathered on the
road below. Seemingly oblivious of the elements and with minimal protection from

6

them the Bis hop c onducted the service with his robes blowing in the wind and in a

The Bis hop blesses the
memorial

voice that c ould be clearly heard by all those assembled below. D onald M onro read
us a most appropriate and poignant poem written in 1914, the piper played a
lament, our Lord Lieutenant, Donald Cameron of Loc heil unveiled the memorial by
an ingenious system from below, the Bis hop blessed it and then it was helter
skelter for the hall in Glenuig to escape from the atrocious conditions . The very
varied and differing means of trying to keep dry were removed and an abundant
spread for tea awaited us . To many
it appeared almost fitting that we
s hould have experienc ed s uc h
weather when remembering

what

conditions those brave men s uffered
during the World Wars . Come and
visit our new memorial, s it on the
r u s t ic b e nc h b u i l t b y o u r
churchwarden, Terry Cochrane and
as inscribed on it “Pause awhile and
reflect”.

Stephen Linds ay
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St Columba's, Islay

News and Events from around the Diocese

The Bishop and Alison C lark vis ited us on 9 th and 10 th Augus t to s tart us off with the
year of Reflec tion for Action. We began by s tudying Matthew 14 : 22-23 – and then
reflected on how the verses could help us when considering our c hurc h's future. We
are at a c ross- roads as Ken Skipper, our retired priest who has served us faithfully
for the pas t 16 years as a non-stipendiary priest, is retiring from his pries tly duties at
the end of September and plans to move back to E ngland with his family in the very
near future. H is final service will be held at 11am on 28 September and everyone is
very welc ome to join us . O ur s mall c ongregation is determined to soldier on together
and after much debate, prayer and reflection it has become c lear to us that the way
forward at the present time is to arrange a rota of locum priests so that we c an hold
one H oly Communion service each month. Bishop Kevin is to help us in our
endeavours to accomplis h this – so if there are any pries ts out there who would like
to spend a wee while on the Whisky Isle, providing you pass Bishop Kevin's mus ter,
we would be so pleased to accommodate you. Please contact us (07771926328).
Since the meeting with the Bishop and
Alison, we have held a tombola stall at the
Islay Show which has added jus t over £300
to our funds . We are now in a position to
complete the interior of our new extens ion
and we hope to have a fully functioning
kitc hen and disabled loo in the near future.
O n Saturday, 16 th Augus t, our little c hurc h
was filled to capacity for the christening of
our one- year old granddaughter, E lla Mae Barford.
It was a wonderful occasion – Ella managing to
interrupt the proceedings when she expertly
removed Ken's

reading glasses! G randpa J ohn

played the organ.
O ur congregation very muc h value your prayer and
support whic h I appealed for at this year's Synod.
Les ley Barford, Ves try Secretary
Ella with her parents , Mic hael & Jenny

150th Anniversary Celebrations mark new life
for St John’s Cathedral, Oban
In September this year St J ohn’s Cathedral, O ban will c elebrate the 150th
anniversary of the consecration of the first of the three churches that occupy its
present site in G eorge Street. To mark this significant date, the Vestry and
Congregation of St John’s have begun a review of the c athedral building and how it
can further serve the local community and the many vis itors who pass through its
doors .
The review, whic h is anticipated to be c ompleted next year, will consult widely with
the congregation, other faith groups , the loc al c ommunity and c urrent users to come
up with proposals which make the most of the space in an innovative, sus tainable
and c reative way and one that will further enable the mission and ministry of the
Cathedral to develop and meet c hanging needs in today’s increasingly secular
society. T he P rovos t of the Cathedral, T he Very Rev Nicki McNelly s aid: “St John’s is
a place of s pecial peace and s pirituality whic h is appreciated both by the local
congregation and by the thousands of visitors and pilgrims we receive eac h year. At
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the same time we mus t manage what we have positively and

and exciting project”.
Rev Kit Jarman, Assistant Priest

at St John’s , recently

celebrated his escape from hospital and his birthday with an
O pen House

Vigil to Commemorate
the 100th anniversary
of the commencement of World War 1
A very moving, beautiful liturgy of remembrance, light
and darkness c reated by our P rovost, supported by the
readers , by the music of the Choir, apt readings ,
respectful silences and the heart- wrenching sound of the
Flowers of the Forest played by Donald MacNeill in the
darkened C hurc h at 11 .00pm, the moment when we
went to war as a Nation.

Brig John MacFarlane

August Celebration at St Margaret’s, Arran
St Margaret’s has had an eventful month so far, and there is more to come. Firs t of
all, on Wednes day 13 th, Fr Simon inaugurated his “Pop-Up C hurc h” programme in the
Kinloc h Hotel, Blackwaterfoot, on the west side of the island. There were eleven
wors hippers in attendance. N ine were from our existing congregation in Whiting Bay.
The other two were Brian, who had c ome over from Kintyre with Fr Simon, and
Hilary, a lady from Lamlash who we hope will join us at St Margaret’s in the longer
term. Perhaps there c ould have been more new faces , but the programme has only
jus t begun, and that was a promising start. Personally, I found it a very special and
inspiring experience to take communion with an ordinary bread roll from the
restaurant and a glass of red from the bar, seated round a table in an inn. N ot for
nothing did the G ospel reading conc ern the road to Emmaus . The next Pop-Up is to
be on Wednes day 27 th August in the Catacol Bay Hotel in the far north- wes t of the
is land, and the programme will continue thereafter.
Three days

later, on Saturday

16 th,

came the celebration of the
twentieth anniversary of the firs t
service in St Margaret’s (before
that, wors hip had taken place in
Elsie Wood’s private c hapel at her
house nearby).

We had decided

to serve c ream teas from 2 .00
pm, and these proved immensely
popular.
Fr Simon in discussion over a c ream tea

A

steady

stream

of

friends old and new came to our
little church, and luckily there

were never too many at any one time for our tables and chairs . As this was a
celebration, and not a fund- raiser per se, we decided not to charge for the teas , but
to leave a dish for voluntary c ontributions in the porch. As a res ult, we were
surprised to find we had raised more than if we had c harged (there is a lesson there,
surely) As well as the teas , there was an exhibition of the history of St Margaret’s
and the E piscopal Churc h on Arran, and a second-hand book s tall.

News and Events from around the Diocese

in a way that bes t supports our work of promoting God’s
Kingdom. We look forward to the outcome of this important
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The teas were supposed to be over at 4 .00 to
make way for Evensong at 4 .30, but in the
event with the arrival of choir members the
teas

rather overran, and members

of the

congregation had ten minutes to turn the
church back into a place of worship. L ike
brilliant stage hands , they pulled it off!

The

service of Evens ong from the Scottish Prayer
Book whic h followed was accompanied by
seventeen members

The choir prepares

of the Arran Singers , a c hoir recently formed by

amalgamating two groups , the Loc hranza Choir and the Rowan Singers
(originally founded by Elsie Wood – thus things come round full circle). U nder
their conductor Diana Hamilton, they

c ontributed moving renditions of

Stanford’s Magnific at and Nunc Dimittis , as well as the anthem “Ave Verum
Corpus ” by E lgar. T he ecumenical c ongregation was , I think, s pellbound, and
everybody I spoke to afterwards said they had found the service moving, and
had enjoyed it greatly.
St Margaret’s is moving on with Fr Simon to help us .

J ohn Roberts

Donald Davidson
Retirement: Congratulations to Donald Davidson who is retiring from active
minis try at Kinloc hleven after nine years . D onald has given a tremendous amount
of time and enthusiasm to the whole West Highland Region and we wis h Donald
and Lesley a very happy future.

St Kiaran’s, Campbeltow n
St Kiaran’s , Campbeltown, held its annual Gaelic Service on Sunday 24 th August.
This is a s ervice of outreach held to coincide with the M ull of Kintyre Music
Festival, when the town is full with vis itors . 89 people packed the c hurc h to near
capacity. This was a record attendance. Some came from as far away as
Nuremberg in G ermany, others from Kent, L ondon and Arran. For the first time
all the congregational hymns were in G aelic and everyone took those in their
stride. T here were 5 guest singers . All were either former or present pupils of
David McEwan, the church organist. Ruairidh Wallace, aged 11 , sang a beautiful
solo “Seinn Alleluia” (Sing Alleluia). T he McLean girls , Krystal, C hels ea and
AnnMarie took s olos respec tively in “M ar a thogras fiadh an sruthan” (As the deer
pants for water), “A r n’Athair” (O ur father) and “D o lamh, a C hriosda, bi leinn an
comhnaidh” (M ay your hand, O Christ, be always with us ). Iain M acPherson led
the c ongregation in the singing of “Abba Athair” (Abba Father) and “Esan
Dia” (H e is L ord). The younges t performer was Iona Renton, aged 8 , who played
15 minutes worth of Gaelic airs
before the service, played during
the administration of c ommunion,
p l aye d

for

t he

K y ri e

a nd

Communion Song and also at the
close of the service, a remarkable
feat for s omeone so young and who
had only s tarted playing less than 2
years ago. From the congregation,
Jane Mayo said

the Collect

for

Purity and Frances Arthur led the
I n te rc es s io ns . T h re e n at ive
s peakers
Lessons .

read

the

appointed

A nnMarie McLean sings to a packed c hurch
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The service illustrated what can be ac hieved by Lay Ministry as well as the

Diocesan Retreat – Cumbrae 27 th -30th October
The experience should be both tranquil and s timulating given Bis hop Kevin’s topic of
‘T he Thief, the Cook, his Wife, her Lover’.
From September the retreat will be advertised on the Island Retreats website as
open to all comers . To make sure of your place, c omplete the form whic h you can
download from the website (www.argyll.anglican.org/diocesan- retreat-2014) or
contact D avid Todd the warden at The College Cumbrae on 01475 530353 .

Reflection for Action
The volunteer vis itors met with the Congregational Development O fficer and the
Bishop for a preparation day to familiarise ourselves with the material and discuss
how we may c ontinue to support congregations to discover their own unique witness
in their communities .

We had an energising and enjoyable time together.

T he

diocese is indeed blessed to have s uch a committed group of people keen to foster
the life and witness of our c harges .
Reflection needs to issue in action; action needs to be grounded in prayer and
theological reflection.
Several c harges have begun the process , others are
organis ing quiet days or community outreach events . Your vis itor will be getting in
touch soon to help you choose from the options laid out in the leaflet distributed at
Synod. You can find it on the website home page (www.argyll.anglican.org), by
looking for ‘Reflec tion for Action’ and c licking on the adjacent hyperlink.
Let

us

know

your

plans

and

hear

your

questions!

Contact

Alison

on

alisonclark52@gmail.com or ring 01700 500489.

WW1 Reflection
The Most Rev David Chillingworth, Bis hop of St Andrews , Dunkeld & D unblane and
Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Churc h says “The Centenary of the outbreak of the
conflict which became the First World War des erves quiet reflection with humility on
the part of people, nations and their leaders around the world. D uring the next four
years , we s hall constantly be reminded of the unimaginable s uffering and loss of that
period.
“I t seems that we have learned little during the pas t century. T he world is beset by
vicious c onflic ts , and suffering continues unabated. It is a particular concern that
global institutions suc h as the U nited Nations seem relatively impotent and unable to
fulfil the hopes of people across the world for a peaceful and just world order.
"People of faith as always must commit themselves to prayer and to the task of
building peace. P eacemaking is as muc h a s piritual as a political task. O ur prayer
mus t be that the suffering of the pas t will not have been in vain.” (reprinted from
Ins pires online)

Top 10 Reasons to be an Episcopalian
The recently deceased actor, Robin Williams onc e made this lis t:10 . No s nake handling.
9 . You can believe in dinosaurs .

5 . Church year is colour-c oded.
4 . Free wine on Sunday.

8 . Male & female God created them; male 3 . All of the pageantry—none of the guilt.
& female we ordain them.
7 . You don’t have to check your brains at

2 . You don’t have to know how to s wim to
get baptized.

the door.

1 . No matter what you believe, there’s

6 . Pew aerobics.

bound to be at leas t one
Episcopalian who agrees with you.

other

News from around the Diocese and Province

importance of learning to be flexible in how the Chris tian message is presented.
David O McEwan (Lay Chaplain)
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Who’s who
Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson

CONTACT US

Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)
bis hop@ argyll.anglican.org
PA: Audrey Walton

The office is s taffed

Dean: The Very Rev’d A ndrew Swift

9 .30am-2 .30 pm

Telephone : 01369 702444

Mon-T hurs

dean@argyll.anglican.org
Provost: T he Very Rev’d N icki McNelly

St Moluag's D iocesan Centre,
Croft Avenue O ban PA34 5JJ

Telephone : 01631 562323
ProvostO ban@ argyll.anglican.org

Telephone 01631 570870

D ioces an Sec retary: D r Peter Kemp
Telephone : 01631 570870

Fax 01631 570411

sec retary@argyll.anglican.org

Email:
office@ argyll.anglican.org

D ioces an T reasurer: J ean Ainsley

Administrator:
D r Sue Pollard

jean@ainsleysmith.c o.uk

Tel: 01631 567007

D ioces an Learning & Congregational Development O fficer:
Alis on Clark
Tel: 07974 744156 or 01700 500489
alisonclark52@gmail.com

Communications
NEWSLETTER
The O ctober Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the D iocesan O ffice) – material to be received
at the Diocesan O ffice (e- mail above) by Monday 22nd Se pt ember, 2014.
WEBSITE www.argyll.anglican.org

www.is land-retreats.org

TWITTER Has htag #AaTI
FA CEBOOK Please ‘L ike’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Is les .
THE WIDER CHUR CH Find out more about the Scottis h Episcopal Church at www.sc otland.anglican.org
ONLINE INSPIRES
Sign up for the Scottish E piscopal C hurc h newsletter or the magazine at links from the website as above.

Diocesan Diary
25th O ctober

Ins tallation of Rev Hugh Lee as Honorary Canon of Cumbrae

27th-30th O ctober
8th November

Diocesan Retreat
Protection Training

15th November

Lay Leaders hip Day

Anglican Communion Companion Partnership’s Day—15th November
The Global Partnerships Committee of the Scottis h Episcopal Church invites all ac ross the P rovince who are
involved in C ompanion partnerships to a workshop gathering. There will be a variety of presentations with s pace
for participants to share their experience of companion partnership so that we can learn from one another. P lease
respond to Elspeth D avey at the G eneral Synod O ffice by 27th October. Church relations@scotland.anglican.org,
Church Relations O ffic er, General Synod O ffice, 21 G rosvenor Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 5EE .

