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Bishop Kevin in New Zealand to Support First English
Woman Ordained as Bishop
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(Photo: Television New Zealand Limited)

Bishop Kevin was in New Zealand recently (22nd February, 2014) to s upport Dr
Helen-Ann H artley as s he was made the 7 th Bis hop of Waikato, in the Anglican
Diocese of Waikato and Taranaki, A otearoa, N ew Zealand. Bishop Kevin is a family
friend of Bishop H elen-Ann, and was excited to be able to travel to N ew Zealand to
support her in her minis try. Bishop Helen-Ann is making news as the first Englishborn and English- trained female priest to be consec rated as an Anglican
Bishop. The Scottis h Episcopal Churc h allows women to be ordained as Bis hops
but, as yet, no s uch appointment has been made.

St Kiaran’s, Campbeltow n
At St Kiaran’s , Campbeltown, we have now completed all s ix ac tivities in “Sharing
the Vision”. We took our time over this , working through it with one activity per
month and letting all members of the L ay Ministry Team take turns at leading the
discussions . D iscussing our faith with each other is very much at the heart of how
we work at St Kiaran’s and we find that approac h to be very beneficial. We are
looking forward to the Synod Conference and hearing how other congregations have
got on in “Sharing the Vision”. We are als o pleased that discussion will c ontinue into
next year with “Reflection for Action”.
As a result of L esley Barford being appointed as our
Secretary and T reasurer, we are now able to keep the
church open under her supervision on two mornings per
week. This is an important development, since visitors ,
es pecially in the summer months , often ask to see inside
the building. We have also refreshed our table at the back
of the c hurch and cleared away material which has been
lying unused or is out of date. L esley has also c reated a
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St Kiaran’s, Campbeltow n (cont’d)
space for young children to sit and colour in bible story
sheets or read books from the bookstall. This has
already been in use with vis iting children coming to
play the organ.
At the outside of the c hurch we have commissioned a
new s ign bringing the information there up- to- date and
we are making better us e of the noticeboard on the
church door with notices which c an be altered easily
every week.
D avid O McEwan

St.Peter’s Stornoway
St.Peter’s began a new ec umenical initiative this month. The inaugural meeting of a
‘Women in T heology ’ group took place on Friday February 21 st T he date was c hosen
to coinc ide with the weekend of Alison Clark’s visit for ‘Mission Possible’
The meeting was the brainc hild of Marion Mackay, our L ay Representative , and was
well attended, both by members of St.Peter’s , and women from Church of Scotland
and Free Churc h congregations on the island.
Marion presented a fascinating overview of the influence and role of women in the
church, highlighting in partic ular the work of s uch varied writers as Hildegarde of
Bingen, Christine de Pizan, O live Winchester and Tara Is abella Burton.
There was muc h animated discussion on the themes pres ented , and s uggestions
for future s tudy include the oral tradition of Celtic women saints , the work of
Marilynne Robinson, and the writings of women within the Free C hurc h in Lewis , at
the time of the P rayer Revivals in the N ineteen fifties .

Bible Study & Clearing up

The evening proved to be an inspiring s tart to a wonderful weekend of Bible Study
and discussion led by Alison Clark, as the c ongregation ponders on future plans for
mission and outreach at St.Peter’s .

C lare s .c .

A ‘Mission Possible’ project at St Columba’s Church,
Isle of Skye
At our recent Theological Reflection, we read and explored the sc riptures that refer
to the miracle of ‘loaves and fish’, in partic ular we chose Mark 8 : 1-9 , “There was a
great crowd without anything to eat….and s ome of them had come from a great
distance”.
The ‘Bread Basket’, being the ‘Mission P ossible’ projec t at St C olumba’s Church, is
provided weekly in the Paris h Rooms . Every Wednes day a hot meal is shared with
many people, from all over the island, so muc h s o, that extra tables have had to be
brought in to meet the demand. Some of the people have travelled from distant
parts of the island, not thinking to bring anything to eat with them.
People also share in the warmth, friends hip, and c raik (c hat).
Sr. E lizabeth is available there for anyone seeking “s piritual” guidanc e.
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As Sr. Elizabeth says , “The Lord has
performed miracles with what we have,
and so far we haven’t run out of food”
Nan Cleghorn

Exploring our Missional Leadership – An event organised
by the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway.
As a res ult of attending J anuary’s meeting of the P rovincial Mission and M inistry
Board, in Edinburgh, as your D iocesan Representative – I happened to be in “the
right place at the right time” to be invited to attend this event by one of its
organis ers . T he Rev Canon A nne Tomlinson is well known in our D ioces e and thought
that it would be a good opportunity for s ome intra-dioces an s haring of resources .
The event was led by Bis hop Graham Cray. Bis hop C ray was appointed C of E
Archbis hops ’ Missioner and L eader of the Fresh Expressions Team in 2009. Before
that he was Bishop of M aidstone and ‘Bishop for M ission in the Diocese of
Canterbury’ for eight years ; prior to whic h he was P rincipal of Ridley Hall,
Cambridge. H e is known as a gifted c ommunicator who has s poken on E vangelism
and Mission throughout the world.
Using the “G reat Commission” from St Matthews Gos pel, Bishop Cray talked with an
emphasis on “D isciple Making and H olistic Mission” and how the purpose of mission is
disciples hip. Without mission there is no disciples hip and without discipleship there is
no mission. All wors hipping C hristians , with their own doubts and s truggles , form the
rhythm of church life and in their wors hip comes the inner s trength to go out into the
community to live the Christ- like life which has an impact even if that is only as
providing a Christian presence for the next generation.
By pointing out that a local c hurc h earns its own reputation, Bis hop Cray asked us to
consider whether our own congregations had become living “Time Capsules ”
separate and irrelevant to the community around us . We are not to hide away from
our local community but to go out and find how we can be relevant to the s ociety
and culture that exis ts now – a process that may require a congregation to step
outside its comfort zone and be forced to grow in trust in G od.
Mission, discipleship and righteous ness (whic h he was defining as “J ustice and Love”)
are the 3 strands that need to be plaited together to be effective in soc iety. We need
to accept that soc iety today has a huge section of “non-churched” people and that by
going out to them and investing our time, energy, love and s upport we may be
asked ques tions about why we do what we do – which is an opportunity to s hare our
faith and belief in the Loving Kingdom of God.
To s um up, Bis hop Cray encouraged those present to let Jes us Christ prayerfully lead
us to where we c an do good, to listen to where we are called to be and to hear what
our mission is to be.
C atriona Beel

Diocesan Synod 2014 — Wednesday, 12th March
Diocesan Synod will be cons tituted on Tuesday 11th Ma rch 2014 at the E ucharist
in St John’s Cathedral, O ban at 5 .30pm. T he business meeting will start at 9.00am
on Wednes day, 12 th March in the Argyllshire G athering Halls . A ll clergy and Lay
Leaders are remi nded to announce Diocesa n Sy nod at all Sunday Se rvices.
Papers have now been sent out to all members of Synod and will soon be available
on the Diocesan webs ite. A ny member of the D iocese is welcome to attend Synod
but please contact the Diocesan O ffice to aid catering.

News and events from around the Diocese

prepare the healthy meal, with help from
Barbara, Beth, and other volunteers .
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Countdown to Diocesan Synod Conference Tuesday 11 th March
Your Charge will have received the letter inviting up to 4 members inc luding the
lay rep, to come to the Diocesan Synod Conference. O ur guest presenter is
Canon Anne Tomlinson who will explore the theme, 'Reflec tion for Action'.
Come and share your s tory, foc ussing on the three questions :
·
·

What we believe Jesus is c alling us to do
H ow we are s haring the vision of God’s Kingdom with each other

·

H ow we are s haring that vision with our community

You may do this by making a short c reative presentation and/or by taking some
display space for photos etc . – up to the equivalent of two A4 pages. I f you have
chosen an ‘iconic ’ object to represent your Congregation’s calling, do bring that
along.
I f you plan to make a pres entation to the conference please get in touch with
Alison on alisonclark52@gmail.c om or through the office.

Holy Week and Easter Weekend with the Bishop at
Cumbrae
A week of worship, mus ic and prayer in T he Cathedral of The isles . C horal Evensong will be s ung by the Cathedral Choir each day from Monday to Wednesday.
There follows the traditional s ervices for Maundy T hursday, Good Friday and
Easter Vigil on Saturday c ulminating with Easter day services all celebrated by
the Bishop of Argyll and T he isles and sung by the Cathedral Choir directed by
Alastair Chisholm with organist Jonathan Cohen. Further information and booking
forms from the website or ring 01475 530353
http://www.is land- retreats .org/ministry.html

Bishop’s Lent Appeal

FORWA RD (Foundation for Women's Health Research and D evelopment) is an
African Diaspora women led UK- registered c ampaign and s upport c harity
dedicated to advanc ing and s afeguarding the sexual and reproductive health and
rights of A frican girls and women. We work in UK, E urope and Africa to help
change practices and policies that affect access, dignity and wellbeing. We tackle
female genital mutilation (FGM), c hild marriage and related rights of girls and
young women.
Female genital mutilation (FGM ), also known as female circumcision or female
genital c utting, is defined by the World H ealth O rganization (WHO ) as “all
procedures involving partial or total removal of the external female genitalia or
other injury to the female genital organs for non- medical reasons.”
It is estimated that approximately 100-140 million A frican women have
undergone FGM worldwide and each year, a further 3 million girls are estimated
to be at risk of the prac tice in Africa alone. Most of them live in A frican c ountries ,
a few in the Middle East and Asian countries , and inc reas ingly in E urope,
Australia, New Zealand, the United States of America and Canada.
As a result of immigration and refugee movements , FGM is now being practiced
by ethnic minority populations in other parts of the world, suc h as USA, C anada,
Europe, Australia and New Zealand. FO RWARD estimates that as many as 6 ,500
girls are at risk of FGM within the UK every year. http://www.forwarduk.org.uk
Collection labels are available from the D iocesan Office.
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Lay Leadership Day
The next Lay Leaders hip Day will be on Saturday 5th A pril at St J ohn's Cathedral

our own leaders about their experience of preparing and delivering sermons. M ore
details will be sent in due course but please put this date in your diary. This will be
the last training opportunity before the s ervice in June 7th when we will be
celebrating lay ministries .

Investing in Peace
Come and hear about– and pray for– the lives of those s upported by our partners in
Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory, as well as Syria. M onday, 24th March,
7-9pm, Palmerston Place C hurc h, Palmerston Place, E dinburgh EH12 5AA.
Chris tian Aid Sc otland, the Church of Scotland and the Scottish E piscopal Church are
committed to working together in this area and, in particular, to praying for peace in
Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory on the 24th day of eac h month, as part of
the global ACT Alliance prayer initiative.
For more information c ontact: C hristian Aid Sc otland on 01412217475.

Workplace Chaplaincy Introduction Day
For those interested or involved in workplace c haplaincy. M onday, 10th March,
10am—4pm at St George’s , Tron, 163 Buc hanan St, Glasgow G1 2JX. T he day will
include The role and structure of Work P lace Chaplaincy Scotland; What is workplace
chaplaincy? , Essential chaplaincy s kills and how to use them, O pportunities and
pitfalls , Planning for s uccess, An introduction to further training. For further details or
to book a place c ontact Catriona Parkinson info@ wpcscotland.c o.uk, 01314412271

Argyll Convention 2014
- Christ Redeeming and Returning
Launched in O ban in 2013, the Argyll Convention foc uses on the Bible and on Christ,
but with an eye for the world around.
It’s at holiday time! - 5th to 7th A ugust —and children’s work is during the morning
sessions .
Richard Bewes, writer and broadc aster, reminds us ‘The Time is Near’ with a s tudy of
Revelation 21-22 . H ector Morrison, Principal of Highland T heological College, speaks
about ‘Christ Redeeming, Ris ing and Reigning’ from Isaiah 53 . Children’s writer
Carine M acKenzie is coming to help families with ‘The Gospel in the Home’. P lus a
look at the 1950 Lewis revival; and the Bible at work now—from the Scottis h Bible
Society. Find details on Facebook or the website www.argyllconvention.com
Weekend in E dinburgh 15-16th Marc h
with a brother of the Taize Community
“Towards a new s olidarity” - s haring our experiences , with meals and prayer
including: Lenten P rayer around the c ross 7pm, Saturday, 15th March, O ld St Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 39 J effrey St, EH1 1DH
Details and contact: www.taize.fr/edinburgh
Directions : http://www.osp.org.uk/index.php/c ontac t/location/

Continuing Formation Seminars

at the Ecumenical I nstitute at Bossey

Women's Pilgrimage Towards Justice and Peace; G reen Churches: Ecology, T heology,
and J ustice in P rac tice; Seeking Renewal of Spirit and Fullness of L ife for All Creation
as Witnessing Communities; Building an I nterfaith Community; E valuating
Ecumenical Formation for Migrant C hurc h L eaders . M ore information can be found at
http://institute.oikoumene.org/en/study-at- bossey/continuing- formation

Ecumenical News and Events

O ban when the focus will be on preac hing. O ur gues t presenter will be Kennedy
Fraser, a lay reader in G lasgow & Galloway D iocese. We will als o hear from s ome of
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Who’s who
Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson
Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)

CONTACT US

bis hop@ argyll.anglican.org
PA: Audrey Walton
Dean: The Very Rev’d A ndrew Swift

The office is s taffed

Telephone : 01369 702444

9 .30am-2 .30 pm

dean@argyll.anglican.org

Mon-T hurs

Provost: T he Very Rev’d N icki McNelly
St Moluag's D iocesan Centre,

Telephone : 01631 562323
ProvostO ban@ argyll.anglican.org

Croft Avenue O ban PA34 5JJ

D ioces an Sec retary: D r Peter Kemp
Telephone 01631 570870

Telephone : 01631 570870

Fax 01631 570411

sec retary@argyll.anglican.org

Email:
office@ argyll.anglican.org

D ioces an T reasurer: J ean Ainsley
Tel: 01631 567007
jean@ainsleysmith.c o.uk

Administrator:
D r Sue Pollard

(and Managing Direc tor of Is land Retreats L td)
D ioces an Learning & Congregational Development O fficer:
Alis on Clark
Tel: 07974 744156 or 01700 500489
alisonclark52@gmail.com

Communications
NEWSLETTER
The April Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the D iocesan O ffice) – material to be received at
the Diocesan O ffice (e- mail above) by Monday 24th March, 2014.
WEBSITE www.argyll.anglican.org

www.is land-retreats.org

FA CEBOOK Please ‘L ike’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Is les .
TWITTER Hashtag #AaTI
THE WIDER CHUR CH Find out more about the Scottis h Episcopal Church at www.sc otland.anglican.org
ONLINE INSPIRES
Sign up for news about the Scottish E piscopal Churc h at http://www.inspires .org.uk/s ubsc ribe

Book Corner

Diocesan Diary

For group discussion
York Lent course ‘Build on the Rock’ http://
www.york c ourses .co.uk/
Churches Together in Britain and I reland (CTBI )
Parables and Possessions based on a report
from Scotland on a ‘right relations hip
money’. http://www.c tbi.org.uk/649

with

11th March

Synod Conference & Synod Euc harist

12th March
13th March

Diocesan Synod
Post Synod Clergy Day

31st March—2nd April Continuing Ministerial Development
5th April
7th May

Lay Leaders hip Day
Pastoral Visitors ’ Course

7th J une

Celebration of L ay L eadership

12th—14th June

General Synod, Edinburgh

For individual reading
‘T he Heartbeat of God - finding the Sacred in the Middle of Everything’: Katharine Jefferts Schori’
‘T he Heart’s Time - A Poem a Day for L ent and Easter’: Janet Morley
‘I nto the Silent Land - The P rac tice of Contemplation’: M artin L aird

