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Licensing for the Rev’d Simon Mackenzie
Bishop Kevin is delighted to announce that Father Simon Mackenzie’s new ministry
in mid-Argyll and Arran will offic ially begin at a s ervice of licensing to be held at
7pm on Monday the 25 th November 2013. The service, a spec ial euc haris t, will be
held in Chris t Churc h L ochgilphead, with representatives of all the c harges that
Simon will serve in attendance. Simon is also anticipating that quite a few of his
former paris hioners from Perry Beeches in Birmingham Diocese will also travel to
Argyll to join the celebration. The service will be followed by refreshments , als o in
Loc hgilphead. All are warmly invited to attend the service: but for numbers ,
anyone wishing to attend who is not a member of the c harges , please contact the
diocesan office. As announced last month, Simon (61 ) is to be appointed the priest
in charge for Christ Churc h Loc hgilphead with All Saints I nveraray, St Columba’s
Poltalloch and St Margaret’s Whiting Bay on the Is le of A rran.
Simon introduces hims elf: “I was born in Goondiwindi, Q ueensland, in a family with
strong and cherished c onnec tions (including a family burial-ground, to which I am
now drawing closer) with Wes ter Ross , where we
spent nearly every s ummer holiday after our
return to Britain. In fact, I learnt the alphabet in
West T errace, Ullapool… I have been learning
Gaelic over the las t 50 years , whic h makes me a
slow learner, including a couple of weeks at An
Sabhal Mòr. My s ister and niece and hundreds of
Mackenzie cousins live in Q ueensland and New
South Wales , able to feast on paw- paws and
mangoes to their hearts ’ content - but (here) we
can eat herring. (c on’td on page 2)
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News and Events from around the Diocese

Licensing for the Rev’d Simon Mackenzie (cont’d)
I am looking forward to introducing D onan D onn (his Cairn Terrier) to the hills of
Argyllshire. H e was very disappointed on a recent week on Loc h E riboll to discover
how few the s ticks were, and hopes Argyllshire is better provided. I am also
delighted to think that I shall now be paid to travel on ferries : there is little more the
heart could yearn for.”

The Official Opening of the Extension
at Bishop’s House, Iona
An intrepid band of pilgrims
made their way to Bishop’s
House, I ona on T uesday,
10th September where they
were warmly greeted by the
staff of the House.
St Columba’s Chapel was
fu l l
as
celebrated
T he

the
Bis h op
the E ucharist.

c ongregation

then

processed into the
extension

which

the

Bis hop

blessed

with

enthusiasm. T he Service was followed by
afternoon tea with the baking for whic h the
House is famous .
Throughout the year we have received an
onslaught of positive c omments about the
extension made to Bis hop’s House over the
winter.

T his

one,

written

on

a

guest

questionnaire jus t las t week, s ums it up far
better than I could: “T he alterations to the
House have really enhanced it. I wondered what
it would be like, bec ause I was very fond of the
House as it was . But the extended lounge is
really useful, allowing separate c onversations ,
ac tivities , s paces .
And the new library furniture is very fitting, the library gains so much now that it is
no longer a c orridor. The more s pacious bedrooms are also much better, es pecially
for those s haring with those they don’t know well. All in all, I am very grateful that
you have had the foresight and the courage to make these changes .” These new and
improved facilities greatly improve our guests retreat experience, and we are very
proud of the House and what we have to offer our visitors . Toben L ewis , Warden

Retreats Available at Bishop’s House
Family O pen Week, 4 – 11 O ctober 2014
Sanctus : a space to pray and play together through song, 20 – 25 O ctober 2014
From D arkness into Light: E aster Retreat at Bis hop’s House, 16 – 23 April 2015
Email iona@island-retreats.org or c all 01681 700111 for bookings or further
information.
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St Andrew’s Church, Fort William

As you will see from the photograph we had a
double c elebration the following week. E ddie and
Jane Griffiths (left) celebrated their Ruby (40 th)
Wedding anniversary while Carole and Michael N icoll
celebrated their G olden (50 th) Wedding anniversary.
Both couples are pic tured with the Rec tor, Revd
Alexander G uinness .

To mark the dedication festival of St. Andrew’s Church
the
Rec tor,
Revd Alexander G uinness
(centre
left),celebrated a H igh Mass with the assistance of Revd
Charles Tongue (left), M r Alisdair Campbell (centre right)
and Mr Andy Mac intyre (right).
Following the H igh Mass, another
double was c elebrated, this time
to mark both the retiral of M r
Andy MacIntyre from his work as
a c ar mechanic and also his 65th
birthday. A ndy is a dedicated
member of the Church Vestry
and is eager to become more
involved with the maintenance of
the fabric of the church.
During the s ummer, a s mall, dedicated band of
members of the c ongregation raised much needed
funds for the repairs which will be undertaken in
Spring on the Baptistry and Wes t wall. This is to stop
the waters whic h have been known to cascade inside
the c hurc h during monsoon season – hence the array
of buckets under the table at the entrance to the
church itself. We are delighted to report that, over 8
weeks , we managed to rais e £3472-53 – a s mall drop
in the ocean financ ially but welcome all the same. We
are very grateful to all who s upported in any way,
particularly those who c ame along and enjoyed a wide
variety of homemade soups – loyal locals , touris ts
from the UK as well as lovely guests from all parts of
the globe.
M rs May Webb ran a s uccessful Sales Table during
Soups to finance the sanding and varnis hing of the
pulpit s ide of the c hurc h floor.
D uring the week of 23 rd to 27 th September the
ec umenical Soups will be held in our hall to raise
funds for Chris tian Aid. E ach loc al c hurc h takes a
turn to act as host and provide soups and the
week is usually very well supported.

News and events from around the Diocese

At St. Andrew’s there is nothing we like better than an excuse for producing a cake
with which to celebrate a special event. Mrs O live Davis started the ball rolling with
her 80th birthday in mid-August when she enjoyed a week of celebrations with
family as well as a cake and c ard in the c hurc h hall on Sunday 18 th August.
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Annual Gaelic Service in Campbeltow n
O n the 25th Augus t, the annual G aelic Service took place at St Kiaran’s ,
Campbeltown, and with 50 people present, all seats were accounted for. Native
speakers from North Uist, Lewis and Ardnamurc han read the lessons . Frances
Arthur led the intercessions with Gaelic res ponses and M egan H ill, now in her first
year as a sec ondary school music teacher, played the organ, adding some new
Gaelic Airs to the familiar ones in the opening voluntaries . T wo new solo singers
took responsibility for three of the hymns . Iain MacPherson, from Southend,
success fully pers uaded the congregation to participate in the chorus of “Mar a
thogras” (As the deer). Later, Iain sang “A r n-Athair” (O ur Father) as part of the
Communion service and also “Abba Athair” (Abba Father) as a post c ommunion
hymn. Ruairidh Wallace, aged 10 , took in his s tride the singing of “Tha ainm nas
airde” (His name is higher) for the gradual. The service aims to include as many
people as possible through participation and the c ongregation sang the Kyrie and
Communion Song 1 as well as sharing the peac e and responding to the petitions
in the T hanksgiving Prayer all in G aelic . T he two English hymns were to the tunes
“Teann a nall” and “C hi mi Muile” Four people travelled all the way from Skipness
and L ochgilphead, testifying to the importance Gaelic plays in Sc otland’s national
heritage. It is now eight years s ince the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Ac t received
Royal Assent, with the aspiration ens hrined in it that Gaelic s hould enjoy equal
respect with the E nglis h language in Scotland. St Kiaran’s has been pleased to
support this over several years now. D avid O McE wan

Christ Church, Lochgilphead Activities
B is h o pt o n

H o us e

was

recently turned in to a
Vintage tearoom for a c ouple
of days .
The Wes t Coas t Events girls
opened the tearoom for two
days

during

the

Art Map

Argyll weekend in Augus t.
Visitors were mos t amused to
find that not only were they
able to buy tea, coffee &
delicious homebaking

but als o the c hairs and tables ,
even the c ups and saucers!
Around two hundred people
visited the tearoom and many
visitors to the area expressed
their surprise that it was n’t a
permanent tearoom!
www.Wes tCoastEvents .org.uk

Keep up to date with our activities at C hrist Church via our Face Book page,
Chris t Churc h L ochgilphead
head.blogs pot.com

or

our

blog

at

www.c hristc hurc hlochgilp
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St James, Ardbrecknish—Harvest Festival
The Provos t, the Very Rev’d

Ardbrecknish

with

E vensong.

The c hoir and organ master
from St John’s Cathedral led the
congregation

of

locals

and

visitors which filled the church.
The
b ui l di ng
h ad
be en
decorated with harves t produce
i nc l ud i ng
a
n um b er
“H arvestingles ” (candles

of
in

apples ) which burned during the
service.
Following the Service, the c ongregation and c hoir
were invited to the local hall where members of
St James had provided an amazing spread.
The non perishable Harvest produce and the
peris hable were gratefully received by the Lord’s
Larder and the Hope’s Kitchen res pectively.

Licensing of Lay Reader in St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Donald Shell was licensed as Lay Reader by
the Bis hop in St J ohn’s Cathedral recently.
D uring the Service, Donald was presented with
a Bible and blue scarf.
Following the Service, there were celebratory
drinks and nibbles in the Churc h Hall.

Sharing the Vision
Members of the congregation of St J ohn’s
attended their firs t session of “Sharing the
Vision” led by Alison Clark.
The session began with the opening liturgy
and some introductory discussion on the
Gos pel passage (M atthew 28 : 16-20) and the
concept of mission.
Donald Shell with Very Rev’d Nicki
McNelly
Was lively disc ussion

as

participants attempted to
choose a G ospel story
particularly

apt

for

the

whole c ongregation and
MAD actions to be taken.
Donald Shell will lead an
i n te rm ed ia te
s es s io n
before Alison returns on
November 6 th.

Having discussed in s mall groups Gos pel
stories which resonated with individuals , there

News and events from around the Diocese

N ic ki Mc N elly, c elebra ted
Harvest Fes tival at St James ,
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Double J ubilee at Cumbrae Cathedral

The Reverend Canon Keith Pagan, H onorary Canon of the Cathedral of The Isles
celebrated his G olden J ubilee of O rdination to the P riesthood on the Feast of St
Matthew the Apostle on Saturday 21 September at the Cathedral of T he
Isles . H e invited the Right Reverend D ouglas Cameron, former Bishop of Argyll
and The Is les to join him and discovered that it was also his Golden
J ubilee! Bis hop Cameron presided at the E ucharist, Canon Pagan c elebrated and
the Very Reverend D r E msley Nimmo, Dean of the United Diocese of Aberdeen
and O rkney preached. The Cathedral Choir directed by Alastair C his holm s ang
movements from the Mass for 4 voices by William Byrd and 'Hear my Prayer' (O
for the wings of a dove) by Felix Mendelssohn with Jonathan Cohen on the
organ. Ms Maureen MacGlashan and the Reverend Sydney Maitland read the
lessons and the Very Reverend Andrew Swift, D ean of the Diocese of A rgyll and
The Isles served the chalice. Many other clergy and friends gathered for this
celebration and Canon Pagan hosted a lunc h at the College after the
service. [Photograph courtesy of Christine McIntosh (goforchris on Flickr)]

Music—The Baroque Revisited
A popular series of talks on mus ic given by Alas tair Chisholm begin on 9th
O ctober,. Further information on 07867 802481
mauraofcumbrae@ googlemail.c om

Friends of C umbrae AGM
The AGM will take place in the College of the H oly Spirit on the Saturday 26th
O ctober 2013 at 10 .00 a.m. T he September Newsletter is now available on the
Cathedral Friends website at http://www.c umbraecathedralfriends .com

Diocesan Retreat
The D iocesan Retreat is almost fully booked. Contact the warden direc tly

on

01475 530353 if you are planning to c ome.

Mission Possible
'Mission P ossible' Is it?
Some of us have begun our sessions . I f you have yet to agree dates with your
Building the V ision vis itor, do please respond. I f you have lost contact details or
have any questions , c ontac t Alison on alisonclark52@gmail.c om or leave a
message on 01700 500489 .
A summary of M ission Possible is available on the Diocesan website under
Resources & links publications or http://www.argyll.anglican.org/wp-content/
uploads /2013/09 /Mission-Possible-summary.pdf or ask the O ffic e for a hard
copy.
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Annual Gaelic Service in Campbeltow n
Service took place at St Kiaran’s ,

Campbeltown, and with 50 people present, all seats were accounted for. Native
speakers from N orth Uis t, Lewis and Ardnamurc han read the lessons . Frances Arthur
led the intercessions with Gaelic responses and Megan H ill, now in her first year as a
secondary school mus ic teacher, played the organ, adding some new Gaelic Airs to
the familiar ones in the opening voluntaries . T wo new solo s ingers took responsibility
for three of the hymns . I ain MacPherson, from Southend, s uccessfully persuaded the
congregation to participate in the chorus of “M ar a thogras ” (As the deer). Later, Iain
sang “A r n-Athair” (O ur Father) as part of the Communion service and als o “Abba
Athair” (Abba Father) as a post communion hymn. Ruairidh Wallace, aged 10 , took in
his stride the s inging of “T ha ainm nas airde” (His name is higher) for the gradual.
The service aims to include as many people as possible through participation and the
congregation sang the Kyrie and Communion Song 1 as well as s haring the peace
and responding to the petitions in the Thanks giving P rayer all in G aelic . The two
English hymns were to the tunes “Teann a nall” and “Chi mi M uile” Four people
travelled all the way from Skipness and L ochgilphead, testifying to the importance
Gaelic plays in Scotland’s national heritage. I t is now eight years since the Gaelic
Language (Scotland) Ac t received Royal Assent, with the aspiration ens hrined in it
that G aelic s hould enjoy equal respect with the English language in Scotland. St
Kiaran’s has been pleased to s upport this over s everal years now.
David O McEwan

Lay Learning Study Group

The Dioces an study group hopes to begin a new session
2013, with J ohn Roberts of St Margaret’s , Whiting Bay as convener. T here are s till
vacancies for new members , who will be made warmly welc ome.
This year’s meetings will be based on “Reflecting with God: Connecting Faith and
Daily L ife in Small Groups ”, by Abigail J ohnson, published by The Alban I nstitute,
Herndon, V irginia, 2004. The s ubject matter of the book can be described as
theological reflec tion, but intending participants should not be put off by the word
“theological”. T his is not academic or abstruse. “A bigail Johnson’s fine, wonderfully
practical, book … offers … the opportunity to develop deeper awareness of ministry, a
more mature faith, wis dom. She explains , s tep by step, how to create and nurture
small gatherings of people, helping them to look at their lives and as k, ‘Where does
God fit into the pic ture? ’“ (D onna Sinclair, The United Church Obs erver) Copies of
the book will be available at a s mall discount from the D iocesan O ffice in time for the
firs t meeting.
It is intended that we will meet monthly, on the second T uesday. T he meetings will
us ually be by telephone, with face- to- face gatherings every six months or s o. T he
firs t, “getting-to-know-you” meeting on 8 th O ctober will be one of these face- to- face
ones, and will take place in either I nveraray or O ban, depending on the wishes of the
majority of the group.
Everyone’s level of participation in the group will be up to them, but it is hoped that
one of us each month will feel able to prepare a brief personal presentation as a
starting point for the discussion. H owever, there will be no compulsion or pressure.
The first meeting will be to es tablish the group, get to know eac h other, set ground
rules , etc .
To s ign up to the group, or to find out more, please contact me, J ohn Roberts , as
soon as possible on 01770-302701, or by email at johnmetham@googlemail.com

News and Events from around the Diocese

O n the 25 th August, the annual Gaelic
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News and Events from around the Diocese and Province

Contacting the Diocesan Centre
The phone system in the Dioc esan Centre will be replaced
during O ctober 2013. We expect that this will not cause any
dis ruption, but s ome interruption is possible.
The number (01631 570870) will not c hange. I f you find that this number is not
working, please send an email and we will phone you back as soon as we can, or
leave a message on the other number (01631 570411) which will have an ans wer
phone facility if the main number is not working.

The mobile numbers will

continue to work.
Thank you for your patience during this c hange, which will save the D iocese
money.

Clergy Winter Holidays on the Isle of Skye
The Rectory Flat at St Columba’s E piscopal
Church is now available for clergy holidays on
a self-catering donation basis . T he s uggested
minimum donation is £250 per week.
For bookings or further information please
contact: M rs Chrissanne McInnes
E- mail:

holsstc ol.portree@ btinternet.com

or

ans werphone 01478 613135
Further details can be found on the following link Clergy H olidays O n Skye Winter
2013 or through the Diocesan website.

General Synod 2013
The draft minutes of this year’s G eneral Synod are now available on the
Provincial website www.scotland.anglican.org

Faith in Action—The Environment
Give us eyes to see your new creation, breaking in upon us , frail
and beautiful like tiny flowers in tarmac c racks — s urprising us as
we rus h to our business.
We s top, and look, and water it — although time is money and
water is metered helping it grow until the earth is filled with
knowledge of you, and the tarmac dessert s hall rejoice and
blossom abundantly. Amen
For further information follow the link on the H ome page of the Provinc ial website
www.s cotland.anglican.org

Scottish Interfaith Week 24 November—1 December
“We need to s earch...for a way of living with, and acknowledging the integrity of
thos e who are not of our faith. Can we make s pace for difference? Can we hear
the voice of God in a language, a s ensibility, a culture not our own? Can we s ee
the pres ence of God in the face of a s tranger?” (J onathan Sacks , “The Dignity of
Difference”). Scottish I nterfaith Week gives us the opportunity to meet with or
learn about people of different faiths . T he website (www.interfaithscotland.org)
gives information about events happening all over Scotland. Further information
is available from Tom Moyes of Action of Churches Together in Scotland (ACTS)
at www.acts-scotland.org or 01259 222363 .
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Who’s who
Bishop: The Rt Rev’d Kevin Pearson
Telephone : 01631 570870 (office) 562617 (home)
bis hop@ argyll.anglican.org

CONTACT US

PA: Audrey Walton
Dean: The Very Rev’d A ndrew Swift
Telephone : 01369 702444

The office is s taffed

dean@argyll.anglican.org

9 .30am-2 .30 pm

Provost: T he Very Rev’d N icki McNelly

Mon-T hurs

Telephone : 01631 562323
St Moluag's D iocesan Centre,

ProvostO ban@ argyll.anglican.org

Croft Avenue O ban PA34 5JJ

D ioces an Sec retary: D r Peter Kemp
Telephone : 01631 570870

Telephone 01631 570870

sec retary@argyll.anglican.org

Fax 01631 570411

D ioces an T reasurer: J ean Ainsley
Tel: 01631 567007

Email:
office@ argyll.anglican.org

jean@ainsleysmith.c o.uk
(and Managing Direc tor of Is land Retreats L td)

Administrator:
D r Sue Pollard

D ioces an Learning & Congregational Development O fficer:
Alis on Clark
Tel: 07974 744156 or 01700 500489
alisonclark52@gmail.com

Communications
NEWSLETTER
The November Newsletter (Please remember to send information to the Dioc esan O ffice) – material to be
received at the Diocesan O ffice (e-mail above) by Monday 29th October 2013.
WEBSITE www.argyll.anglican.org

www.is land-retreats.org

FA CEBOOK Please ‘L ike’ the Facebook page for Argyll and The Is les .
TWITTER Hashtag #AaTI
THE WIDER CHUR CH Find out more about the Scottis h Episcopal Church at www.sc otland.anglican.org
ONLINE INSPIRES
Sign up for news about the Scottish E piscopal Churc h at http://www.inspires .org.uk/s ubsc ribe

Diocesan Diary

15th O ctober

Diocesan Finance & Property Board
Diocesan Board for Mission and Minis try

16th O ctober

Diocesan Standing Committee

28th - 31st O ctober

Diocesan Retreat

23rd November

Lay Leaders hip Day

25th November

Lic ensing of Fr Simon McKenzie

Syria Crisis Appeal
Through Christian Aid (www.c hristianaid.org.uk) you could help refugees in Syria.
£21 could buy rice, vegetable oil, beans , lentils , tomato paste and salt for a family in need
£43 could provide a hygiene kit with soap, toothpaste, wound disinfectant and bandages
£60 could provide a blanket, mattresses , pillows and a cooking set.

